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Train/Subway Cars Dedicated for Women and Girls:

Background and Discussion
—To prevent sexual assaults—

Yamamoto (Yamaguchi) Noriko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

It was in 2001when train/subway cars designated only for women and girls were introduced for the
first time in Japan. There are several reasons for that, and one of the important triggers was a
heartbreaking incident on November 4, 1988. On that day a woman living in Sakai City witnessed
molestation by two men in the car of Osaka City subway Midosuji-line and warned them. It drove the
men frenzy and made her sexually assaulted. The incident was called “Midosuji-line case”.

The author would like to review the court trial of the case and the activities of the women organization
in those days to analyze and crystallize the background by introducing the cars designated only for
women and girls in public transportation system. The actions to prevent sexual violence against
women and girls need to be further clarified and developed in Japan where advancement of social status
of women is declared as a political agenda. The author will also discuss significance of having this

kind of cars in preventing sexual assaults against women and girls.
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