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Nuclear power generation and the process of science information

—From the safety myth to the science literacy—

SHIMADA Kumiko
Japanese Society for Global Social and Cultural Studies

The March 11 accident at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station plunged all of Japan into a
vortex of anxiety, leading to a temporary suspension of operation for all nuclear power plants in the
country. Since the Second World War, under the name of peaceful utilization of nuclear energy,
industry, government, and academia have cooperated to establish nuclear power plants all over Japan
by providing enormous subsidies. However, the fact that the government didn’t show the actual
condition of the accident site after the March 11 disaster, or provide information on radiation
contamination to the public, caused a feeling of anxiety toward nuclear power plants. In addition, due
to a lack of trust in mass media, an increasing number of citizens have depended on reporting by
grassroots-network websites. A movement against nuclear power generation has started, and civic
protests against resuming operations at nuclear power plants have continued across Japan.
Additionally, suspension of operation and damages suits are continuously being filed. Government
goals of resuming operations at nuclear power plants under new safety standards just creates more
anxiety within society. This paper analyzes the issue of information dissemination regarding nuclear
power generation by employing theories of social systems to show how civil society needs to face
such technology from the point of view of the information process.
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