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A Text Analysis of Pre-service Education Student Learning
— Their Reaction to a Lecture by a Young In-service Teacher —

TOYA Mitsuyo
University of the Ryukyus, Faculty of Law and Letters
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The Teaching Practice Seminar is a required course for students who wish to obtain a teaching license.
It was first conducted nationwide in 2013 for graduating students who planned to become teachers. This
paper investigates the learning of such pre-service teachers in the final course of a Teaching English as
a Foreign Language licensing program. Fourteen essays were submitted by participating students in
reaction to an in-class lecture provided by a young in-service teacher. They are examined using KH
Coder text analysis. The data were analyzed in terms of frequency word counts, co-occurrence network
analysis, as well as correspondence analysis and KWIC concordance. Results indicate that participants’
reflections not only reacted to what the speaker had to say but also related his discussion to their own
experiences during their teaching practicums. Moreover, the talk helped them to realize how they could
better manage the busy life of school teachers and it reinforced their ideas of what it means to be an
English teacher. Participants were deeply impressed by the fact that the lecturer was teaching on a
remote island where the school and the class size were comparatively small. It is clear that the young
lecturer was regarded as a role model by the pre-service teachers. A discussion of the implications of
these findings and how to improve the use of such lectures will also be presented.
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