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Issues of social skill development in childhood

— Search for overcoming bullying—

SUGIMOTO Tadashi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Bullying among children have been a serious social problem in Japan. This could be because of
diluted human relations and/or of difficulty in making good relationship. Therefore, children need to
gain social skills to form desirable human relations, though the reality is that children today have less
opportunity to mingle with the peers at different ages. This led many researchers to seek for effective
methods that help children to develop necessary social skills. With this in mind, the current paper
attempts to review previous research relating to social skill development during the juvenile period
focusing on the following five points. First, the review dealt with the definition issue of social skill.
Second, 1 tried to determine the social skills necessary for child development. Thirdly, literature was
summarized to overview the relationship between friend sizes and social skill development. Fourthly,
lack of individual social skills and of environment where children are to utilize their skills was
discussed. Finally, it was pointed out that measurement issues need to be clarified and solved. Based
on the literature review, | conclude that a combined system of Group contingency and token economy;,
both of which originate in behavior analysis, would provide pupils with the environment similar to
peer mediated intervention and result in the similar effects.
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