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C. S. Lewis's Idea of God Seen in Aslan's Speech and Behavior
— Chiefly on The Magician's Nephew in The Chronicles of Narnia—

TAKAHASHI Kiyotaka
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The purpose of this paper is to argue that C. S. Lewis’s concept of God lies in “The Magician's
Nephew”. In the story, Aslan, as the creator of Narnia, gave the ability to speak to animals which were
chosen from unspeakable animals at the beginning of Narnia. By means of it, they were able to behave
intellectually and reasonably. | focus on the incident and will explain how Aslan shows the natures of

God.
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I did not say to myself “Let us represent Jesus
as He really is in our world by a Lion in Narnia™: I
said “Let us suppose that there were a land like
Narnia and that the Son of God, as He became a
Man in our world, became a Lion there, and then
imagine what would happen.” If you think about it,
you will see that it is quite a different things”.
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There were no words. There was hardly even a
tune. But it was, beyond comparison, the most
beautiful noise he had ever heard. It was so
beautiful he could hardly bear it.

(MN p.106)
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Then two wonders happened at the same moment.

One was that the voices was suddenly joined by
other voices; more voices than you could possibly
count. They were in harmony with it, but far higher
up the scale: cold, tingling, silvery voices. The
second wonder was that the blackness overhead, all
at once, was blazing stars.
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Polly was finding the song more and more
interesting because she thought she was beginning
to see the connection between the music and the
things that were happening. When a line of dark firs
sprang up on a ridge about a hundred yards away
she felt that they were connected with a series of
deep, prolonged tones which the Lion had sung a
second before. And when he burst into a rapid series
of lighter notes she was not surprised to see
primroses suddenly appearing in every direction.
Thus, with an unspeakable thrill, she felt quite
certain that all the things were coming (as she said)
“out of the Lion’s head”
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“Narnia, Narnia, Narnia, awake. Love. Think.
Speak. Be walking trees. Be talking beasts. Be

divine waters.”
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Varsity Press, 1998, p.902.
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“Hail, Aslan. We hear and obey. We are awake.
We love. We think. We speak. We know.”
(MN p.127)
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“For out of them you were taken and into them
you can return. Do not so.”
“No, Aslan, we won’t, we won’t,” said everyone.

(MN p.128.)
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In many ways two encompasses the basic
structure of all relationships, such as love or hatred,
prosperity or deprivation, obedient or disobedient of
God”.
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Why, then, did God give them free will? Because
free will, though it makes evil possible, is also the
only thing that makes possible any love or goodness
or joy worth having. A world of automata—of
creatures that worked like machines—would hardly
be worth creating. The happiness which God
designs for His higher creatures is the happiness of
being freely, voluntarily united to Him and to each
other in an ecstasy of love and delight compared
with which the most rapturous love between a man
and a woman on this earth is mere milk and water.
And for that they must be free’®.
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But one perky jackdaw added in a loud voice,
“No fear!” and everyone else had finished just
before he said it so that his words came out quite
clear in a dead silence; and perhaps you have found
out how awful that can be — say, at a party. The
Jackdaw became so embarrassed that it hid its head
under its wing as if it were going to sleep. And all
the other animals began making various queer
noises which are their ways of laughing and which,
of course, no one has ever heard in our world. They
tried at first to repress it,

(MN pp.128-129)
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but Aslan said:

“Laugh and fear not, creatures. Now that you are
no longer dumb and witless, you need not always be
grave. For jokes as well as justice come in with
speech.”

So they all let themselves go. And there was such
merriment that the Jackdaw himself plucked up
courage again and perched on the cad-horse’s head,
between its ears, clapping its wings, and said:

“Aslan! Aslan! Have | made the first joke? Will
everybody always be told how | made the first
joke?”

(MN p.129)
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“No little friend,” said the Lion. “You have not
made first joke; you have only been the first joke.”
Then everyone laughed more than ever;
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We must next take thought for keeping it safe. |
will call some of you to my council. Come hither to
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and you Oak and the He-Owl, and both the Ravens
and the Bull-Elephant. We must talk together. For
though the world is not five hours old an evil has
already entered it.”

The creatures he had named came forward and he
turned away eastward with them. The others all
began talking, saying things like “What did he say
had entered the world? —A Neevil—What’s a
Neevil? — No, he didn’t say a Neevil, he said a
weevil — Well, what’s that?”

(MN p.130)
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badness is only spoiled goodness®.
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“She’s wonderfully brave. And strong. She’s
what I call a Queen! I do hope she’s going to tell us
the story of this place.”

(MN p.61)
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“Child,” he replied, “that is why all the rest are
now a horror to her. That is what happens to those
who pluck and eat fruits at the wrong time and in
the wrong way. The fruit is good, but they loathe it
ever after.”

(MN p.190)
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“Things always work according to their nature.
She has won her heart’s desire; she has unwearying
strength and endless days like goddess. But length
of days with an evil heart is only length of misery

22 C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce, Collins, 1987, p.111.
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and already she begins know it. All get what they

want; they do not always like it.”
(MN p.190)
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“That is what would have happened, child, with a
stolen apple. It is not what will happen now. What |
give you now will bring joy. It will not, in your
world, give endless life, but it will heal. Go. Pluck

her an apple from the Tree.”
(MN p.191)
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