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Mixed Roll Books Started in Sakai City

—Its History and Implications—

YAMAMOTO(YAMAGUCHI) Noriko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

It is a global standard that roll books for schools are mixed and purely alphabetical. However, it
had been the custom in Japan that roll books at schools, from kindergartens to high schools including
special support schools, were organized separately for girls and boys and usually roll call started with
boys

At the Committee on Education of Sakai City Council held on June 15th 1989, Ms. Ayako
Yamaguchi, independent, raised the roll book issue. With this, Sakai City Board of Education found
it desirable to introduce purely alphabetical mixed roll books for all public schools and kindergartens
to promote gender equality in education. This is the first initiative in Japan, affecting other cities.
In Sakai City, roll calls for entrance and graduation ceremonies are mixed and the custom expands to
other public programs and events.

Since Ms. Ayako Yamaguchi was the representative of Sakai Women’s Organization, the author
discussed the roll book history in Sakai City from the perspective of policy-making activities of Sakai

Women’s Organization.
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