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Organ transplant from a brain-dead donor and the process of science

information
—Legislation without the consent of civil society—

SHIMADA Kumiko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Nearly ten years have passed since the organ transplant law for brain-dead donors went into effect.
Nevertheless, organ transplants from brain-dead donors have not been completely accepted by
Japanese society and the number of procedure cases is small. It has been pointed out that there may be
flaws in the system of Japanese law, or a lack of scientific knowledge in Japan.

Additionally, the attitude of the Japanese public about consciousness and death also contributes as it
differs from that of Western thought. Groups of scientists, led by the medical profession, created an
official definition of death which in turn led to the formulation of law concerning death.

However, should such a socially important phenomenon as death be defined strictly by the scientific
and medical community? Do most citizens in Japanese society accept brain-death as true death? In
2010, the law relating to organ transplants from brain-dead donors was revised to allow for transplant
with family consent, however, the number of brain-dead patients who become donors has increased by
only a small amount. Can we say that scientific right equals or exceeds social right? This paper analyzes
the current situation in Japan and shows the appropriate direction for the future.
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