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The ideological differences on Critique of Practical Reason and Opus

postumum
—a study of the relationship between human beings and God—

YAMAGATA Yasuyuki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this essay the author will consider how the relationship between human beings and God changes
through Kant’s discussion on Critique of Practical Reason and Opus postumum. Generally, when we
discuss God, we tend to think its contents as religious. But God argued in Critique of Practical Reason
is recognized as the means to support human beings’ autonomy and to conduct us to the highest good.
Can we regard such above mentioned thought as religious?

On the other hand, God done in Opus postumum is not concerned with the highest good and he
appears to us directly. This way will be able to show us a concept of God away from the horizon of
Critique of Practical Reason. What can Kant’s new concept of God brings us?

Through this essay, 1’d like to inspect the ideological differences about Kant’s God concept and

investigate Kant’s religious thought in his late life.
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