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Secondary effects of group-oriented contingencies on social Interac-
tion in regular class : A review of empirical studies in Japan

SUGIMOTO Tadashi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper focuses on the secondary effects of group-oriented contingencies in the field of behavior
analysis. In Japan, bullying at school has been a serious problem. Bullying not only occurs among the
classroom group but also its peer groups. Therefore, it is important to examine the bully reduction
methods to the peer groups in the classroom as well. Group-oriented contingencies can be one of such
effective methods. Through the literature review, one positive side effect of group-oriented contingen-
cies was found to be an increase of social interaction in the peer group. This phenomenon reportedly
occurs spontaneously with language behaviors such as helping behavior and encouragement. Howev-
er, some negative side-effects such as peer pressure and peer harassment have also been reported. This
paper, based on an overview of group-oriented contingencies methodology, seeks for the possible
ways of reducing peer pressure and peer harassment..
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