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Philosophy and Faith of Samurai Clan of Taira

—~Consideration of Clan Philosophy and Itsukushima Worship —

OYAMA Shinichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This bulletin is an extension of the study results of “The Thoughts and Beliefs of Bando Musha” and
“Philosophy and Faith of Samurai Clan of Minamoto.” The objective is to close in on the real image of
Samurai Clan of Taira which took a different course from Samurai Clan of Minamoto, by examining the
philosophy and Itsukushima worship initiated by the clan leader, Taira no Kiyomori, under the theme,
“Philosophy and Faith of Samurai Clan of Taira.” In comparison with the loyalty and Hachiman God
worship practiced by Clan of Minamoto, the study focuses on whether Clan of Taira had a system for
thought control in their Itsukushima worship as in the case of Clan of Minamoto.
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