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Safe City Program in Sakai
City Without Violence Against Women And Girls

YAMAMOTO Noriko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

There has been a global attention to elimination of violence against women and girls. It is the global
priority in realizing truly gender equal society. The author has been promoting activities and policies as
a member of women organization and city council member in Sakai City. No satisfactory outcomes
have been produced yet. Though there have been laws and regulations against violence implemented in
various countries in the world in response to the Millennium Development Goals and the Sustainable
Development Goals, the statistics show that women and girls are still victimized in violence. Recent
advancement of ICT technology has resulted in increasing violence against women and girls in a cyber
space as illustrated in increase in child pornography and sex industry targeting high school girls (so
called JK business in Japan).

In December 2013 Sakai City participated in Safe Cities Global Initiative proposed and promoted by
UN Women. Sakai City is the first in Japan and the second among cities in the industrialized countries
to join the program. This is the program to develop specific models of crime prevention to reduce and
eliminate violence against women and girls. The models developed by the cities that joined the program
are and will be disseminated throughout the world so that they will be modeled after. The author
describes the program Sakai City is working on.
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