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Firm-size Hierarchy of Manufacturing Cluster in Ota, Tokyo
—Current change and feature at the threshold of the 21* century—

KOBAYASHI Seiji
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The paper will analyze the current change of hierarchical structure of manufacturing cluster in Ota,
Tokyo, statistically from METI ‘Census of Manufactures’ 2000-2008-2010 making reference to the
result of all factory survey by Ota-ward in 2014. Main findings are as follows: First, the largest firms
with over 99 employees had decreased heavily next to the smaller firms with 4-9 employees. It
contributed to the relatively high density of the bottom class of firms in the cluster so far. Second, it
owes mainly to the closure/exit of plants rather than to the inter-class transfer downward with reduced
employees, though the latter occurred surely with the same effect. Third, nevertheless, it could be
concluded that the manufacturing cluster in Ota will alter these features, declining the relative weight
of the smaller firms opposite to the innovative middle-sized firms in the near future.
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