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Perspectives for Designing “Global Human Resources” in School
Education

MANABE (YOSHIKAWA) Miyuki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

It has been a long time since it had come to be called as the advent of globalization. But how is Japan
addressing the globalization of society? What is the image of a “global human resources” that one
should strive to become? One of the generally recognized problems is the long-standing argument that
“Japanese people are not good at speaking English despite learning it at school,” embedded in the
discussion of global workforce development. However, is “acquiring a working knowledge of English”
the solution to the proposition, that is, the requirement of the workforce needed in the globalized era?

This study reviews previous discussions in business circles and politics about the elements required
from the viewpoint of workforces and 21st century skills. The study also indicates that the elements
needed in “global citizens,” not in “global human resources,” from the perspective of school education,
are social literacy in addition to basic literacy, cognitive skills, and social skills for respecting oneself

and others.
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