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Development of Social Awareness in Elementary School Children
and the Formation of Normative Consciousness

SUGIMOTO Tadashi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The present study focused on the formation of social development and of the normative
consciousness in the childhood. In the modern Japanese society, bullying is a serious, on-going
problem. In order to prevent bullying from happening, it is important to foster the development of
social norms among children and to raise their consciousness regularly. In this paper, we first
examined the functions of the gang population; then, the development of the social consciousness
during the childhood. In the analysis, we took Selman’s prosocial behavior of role acquisition and
Eisenberg’s Prosocial Behavior into consideration. In the discussion regarding the formation of
normative consciousness of childhood, we referred to the moral development theory of Piaget and
Kohlberg. The review confirmed that consciousness formation of social normative should occur
through playing with others in the childhood. This suggests the possibility of making use of group
routine activities employed as duties at school as a means of improving the pupils’ social abilities.
With an establishment of a valid and reliable methodology in the future, these activities will serve as a
great opportunity that contributes to the normative consciousness formation.
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