A ARFRF B A2 G WATERHRLZE No.16, 157-166 (2015)

HARD PRI BT HEfEH OBUIR & E

b
AR R O TR

Current Status and Issues of Moral Education
of Junior High Schools in Japan
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Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This study reviewed previous researches about the current status and issues of moral education at
junior high schools in Japan. The categorization of the review were as follows: 1) The studies that
examined the morality items in the Course of Study; 2) The studies that reported forms of original
instructional method and classroom management; 3) The studies that were based on various
psychological approaches; 4) The studies that focused on the role of teachers and their sense of
morality. The findings were as follows: 1) In relation to the items on the Course of Study, the existing
studies are limited in numbers and contents as they mainly focus on theoretical backgrounds of moral
education. Only a few were found to be empirical based on evidence. 2) Studies that reported the use of
certain methods and ways of class management as well as those based on various psychological
approaches are fairly abundant. However, there were very few studies that tested the transformation of
concrete, observable "behavior.” 3) Studies in the last category depicted how the teachers struggle in
teaching morality. Many of them employed the trial-and-error approach in their teaching. Therefore,
more researches that examine the effects of moral instruction and evaluation in a concrete manner with
a focus on behavior are needed in the future.
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