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Struggles against the Enemies Within in The Voyage of Dawn Treader
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Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The Chronicles of Narnia (1950-1956), written by C.S. Lewis (1897-1963), have been very popular
among children all over the world for more than 60 years. One of the major features of the series is the
presence of Non-Human Characters. Especially their utterances reflect traditional values Lewis
intended to convey to children. Non-human characters of The Voyage of Dawn Treader (1952), the
fifth book of The Chronicles of Narnia, illustrates that the real enemies are themselves within. This
article clarifies what those enemies are and how the characters cope with or do not cope with them.
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“Ugh, take it away,” wailed Eustace. “I hate mice.
And | never could bear performing animals. They're
silly and vulgar and-and sentimental.” (VDT p. 16)
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But the moment he thought this he realized that
he didn't want to (be even with Edmund and
Caspian). He wanted to be friends. He wanted to get
back among humans and talk and laugh and share
things. He realized that he was a monster cut off
from the whole human race. An appalling loneliness
came over him. He began to see that the others had
not really been fiends at all. He began to wonder if
he himself had been such a nice person as he had
always supposed. He longed for their voices. He
would have been grateful for a kind word even from

Reepicheep. (VDT p. 92)
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It would be nice, and fairly nearly true, to say that
“from that time forth Eustace was a different boy.”
To be strictly accurate, he began to be a different
boy. He had relapses. There were still many days
when he could be very tiresome. But most of those |
shall not notice. The cure had begun. (VDT p. 112)
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On the evenings when he was not being used as a
hot-water bottle he would slink away from the camp
and lie curled up like a snake between the wood and
the water. On such occasions, greatly to his surprise,
Reepicheep was his most constant comforter. The
noble Mouse would creep away from the merry
circle at the camp fire and sit down by the dragon's
head, well to the windward to be out of the way of
his smoky breath. (VDT p.103)
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“Master Rhince,” said Reepicheep,
spoke a word that became you less. The creature

“you never

(Eustace) is no friend of mine but he is of the
Queen's blood, and while he is one of our
fellowship it concerns our honor to find him and to
avenge him if he is dead.” (VDT pp.88-89)
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“Ah!” roared Aslan “You have conquered me.
You have great hearts. Not for the sake of your
dignity, Reepicheep, but for the love that is between
you and your people, and still more for the kindness
your people showed me long ago when you ate
away the cords that bound me on the Stone Table
(and it was then, though you have long forgotten it,
that you began to be Talking Mice), you shall have
your tail again.”®
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sweet, Doubt not, Reepicheep, There is the utter East.””
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