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Science Knowledge and University

—with special emphasis on the need of science information—

SHIMADA Kumiko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper analyzes the process of science information using social system theory, to increase the
possibility that civil society controls use of science knowledge and information through aiming to
advocate considering the distribution process of desirable science information as the process. This
paper also discusses the university theory focusing on science, to observe how science-related
departments, symbolizing science knowledge and information, has been established.

The purpose is to search the desirable relation between civil society and science knowledge and
information through the university theory in science major. After situation analysis on establishment
of science-related departments in Japan and the West, it becomes clear on the social positioning of
scientists during the Second World War and after. It also reviews the time of activism in most
universities, and the present institution of independent administrative corporation agency. Moreover it
looks over the circumstances in recent years on promotion of partnership between industries and
universities in Japan.

Consequently this paper examines how ideal universities should be with problems of the science

education as the science communication in social system.
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