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The Chronicles of Narnia (1950-1956), written by C.S. Lewis (1897-1963), have been very popular
among children all over the world for more than 60 years. One of the major features of the series is the
presence of Non-Human Characters. Their actions, especially their speech, indicate the thoughts Lewis
intended to convey to the children. In this article, dwarfs of the Chronicles of Narnia, mainly from the
fourth book of the chronicle, Prince Caspian (1951), are analyzed through their actions in order to

clarify Lewis’ views against racial discrimination.
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“Listen,” said the Doctor. “All you have heard
about Old Narnia is true. It is not the land of Men. It
is the country of Aslan, the country of the Waking
Trees and Visible Naiads, of Fauns and Satyrs, of
Dwarfs and Giants, of the gods and the Centaurs, of
Talking Beasts.” (p.51)
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“Oh, as of me,” said the Red Dwarf, who had been
listening with complete indifference, “your Majesty
knows | think the Horn --- and that bit of broken
stone over there --- and your great King Peter ----
and your Lion Aslan --- are all eggs in moonshine.
It’s all one to me when your Majesty blows the
Horn. All I insist on is that the army is told nothing
about it. There’s no good raising hopes of magical
help which (as | think ) are sure to be disappointed.”

(p. 96)
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After that he burst into a great laugh and said,
“Well, I’ve made as big a fool of myself as ever a
Dwarf did. No offense, | hope? My humble duty to
your Majesties all --- humble duty. And thanks for
my life, my cure, my breakfast --- and my lesson.”

(pp. 109-110)
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“Eh?” said Trumpkin. “What's that? What have
you been doing, Human, to fall foul of Miraz at
your age?”

“He's my uncle,” began Caspian, when Nikabrik
jumped up with his hand on his dagger.

“There you are!” he cried. “Not only a Telmarine

19 Lewis, C.S., The Silver Chair, New York: HarperCollins
(1994)
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but close kin and heir to our greatest enemy. Are
you still mad enough to let this creature live?”

He would have stabbed Caspian then and there, if
the Badger and Trumpkin had not got in the way
and forced him back to his seat and held him down.

(p.68)
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“Do you believe in Aslan?” said Caspian to
Nikabrik.

“I'll' believe in anyone or anything,”
Nikabrik, “that'll batter these cursed Telmarine
barbarians to pieces or drive them out of Narnia.
Anyone or anything, Aslan or the White Witch, do

said



you understand?”

“Silence, silence,” said Trufflehunter. “You do
not know what you are saying. She was a worse
enemy than Miraz and all his race.”

“Not to Dwarfs, she wasn't,” said Nikabrik.

(p.77)
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20 «__in the Golden Age when Peter was High King in

Narnia and his brother and his two sisters were King and
Queens under him.” Lewis, C.S., The Horse and His Boy
New York: HarperCollins (1994)
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“I'm not likely to forget it,” came the angry voice,
“when my Dwarfs bore the brunt of the attack and
one in five of them fell.” (“That’s Nikabrik,”
whispered Trumpkin.) (p. 163)
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A little farther on, in a dry, rocky ravine they
reached the cave of five Black Dwarfs. They looked
suspiciously at Caspian, but in the end the eldest of
them said, “If he is against Miraz, we'll have him
for King.” And the next oldest said, “Shall we go
farther up for you, up to the crags? There's an Ogre
or two and a Hag that we could introduce you to, up
there.” (p.76)
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