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A History of African Americans
— August Wilson’s Gem of the Ocean

OCHIAI Sadao
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In order to save Citizen Barlow’s soul, Aunt Ester takes him on a spiritual journey to the City of Bones,
a kingdom deep down in the ocean. Barlow is a young man who has come North to the large industrial
city of Pittsburgh and has lost his moral bearings. Aunt Ester, who is said to be hundreds of years old,
represents the history of Africans in America from the beginning of the seventeenth century. On an
imaginary boat made from Aunt Ester’s freedom papers, Barlow experiences the suffering of black
slaves on their forced journey across the Middle Passage, and he assumes a sense of identity as an
African. Aunt Ester thus introduces him the history of African Americans, which is what Wilson
intends to do for his audiences. She is a Christian and often quotes from the Bible, but her rituals are
based on African spirituality. The character of Aunt Ester is a conjure woman with spiritual power, and
for Wilson she represents the cultural heritage that has been taken away from African Americans and

that he intends to restore to them.
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...theatergoers who have followed Mr. Wilson’s career

will find in his “Gem” a touchstone for everything else
he has written. But “Gem” is also the least
dramatically involving of his plays. Directed by
Kenny Leon, with a strong cast led by Phylicia
Rashad, “Gem” has passages of transporting beauty.
But it is the first of Mr. Wilson’s dramas to lack
people whose flesh feels as palpable as your own.
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Want to blame me. You know whose fault it is. I’ll tell
you whose fault it is. It's Abraham Lincoln’s fault. He
ain’t had no idea what he was doing. He didn’t know
like I know. Some of these niggers was better off in
slavery. They don’t know how to act otherwise. (34)
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FTHRMBCTELZL1E. 20 MEOEL] ~0K
LI, FU R MHOWEALIZETHhD E VWS Z L ThH
%, 'O EH | ~Dff b, “God’s the only one can wash
your soul.”’(40) &7 T v « AT U—NFH LI
ML pEOTHD, 2. FOEAICEY VT ¢
R AT DITE PN D, EHIT, EDOEBIC
T EIEHFZKITET Z LIZIENE B2, FU X
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wE HRK

NEDOBALY, = A X —BIX S AT L > TRATEI 72
HERICERIN TS ZLICER L TELLERD
59,

MEOEL & IE PHEMEEZRET 56 DIEN,
ZHE I ET R=+ %Y X (Toni Morrison)® [ &
7 v K] (Beloved, 1987) =7 X VU + /X7 7 (Amiri
Baraka)?> Wise, Whys, Y§ (1995) (2 & - THtY EiF
LBNTELDOTHD, - 21X, ©7 7 FoA
DI D AN RO RIZREE L S
Ll (BEV R 408), [H7-LOED EiZnW=Ho A
[FFEA TS ([401), TEAID 5 HIFnE< Z &M
T&7z) ([A402) LiX, 77 U I KEEDHBGHC
BIINTERLIEEESTLDLDOTHDH, BT T R,
HIFEILEE THEA TV o 7o il 5 T O BB D 48R0
XKoL Tnd,

72U« XT HDOFF Wise, Why s, Ys TiX, ABT
TEbT=@hE, TR b bR KRD X 5 1I2#kbd
nTunb,

It’s my brother, my sister.

At the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean there’s a
Railroad made of human bones.

Black ivory
Black ivory (5] Bigsby 80)

VANV AR [Va— X —F =k TIToTL
% - 72 J(Joe Turner s Come and Gone, 1986) (235 T,
BAMEO LA o AatiE . PRMBICERLT
Wb,

LOOMIS: | done seen bones rise up out the water.
Rise up and walk across the water. Bones walking
on top of the water.

BYNUM: Tell me about them bones, Herald Loomis.
Tell me what you seen.

LOOMIS: | come to this place...to this water that was
bigger than the whole world. And I looked out...and
| seen these bones rise up out the water. Rise up and
begin to walk on top of it. (51)

TN, MEICIRD DR LNV LN L,



BER OEEZ 2 HBE S5, TbiTd 5 H
OB LT L L, BOEDL] ~Ofifid, &K

BHHIZH L0 ERERA A — I X o THERK
INTEY ., [REOFEA] IXF M Z R ToRER
B 72 CFAEM & LTILESIT 2 Z &R TE 5,

BOEL] ~OKILTTT 4 A OBTIFL S
N, LRIFFC, BABGRORRZ# D Z & T, #
X7 7V AFHRT AV INE L TCORELRRGEE 7 A
TUTATAEERT OO THD, ZhE, ZOF
mDOPLT Yy hTHY, RbEERT —~THD
EWoThWw, TNzt oTC, 77V HRT
AU T NDOK) 400 - OFESIE, Tk 0 b HE LM
ELTHEAEINARE LD THD, HiX, 7V AL
7 7 —+ &2/ X&' —(Christopher Bigsby) & D% 7% Tk
DL IR TWB,

Unless we acknowledge a common past, we can’t
have a common present or a common future, and you
have to make an intelligent decision about where, as a
people, we are going, how we are going to participate
in this society. Are we going to accept the idea of
cultural assimilation, or insist on the idea of cultural
separatism? (Bigsby 212)

T4V X, T 7 ) VAR O BRI TEIE
TEET7UVHRT AV IANDORELEEZES ) —DDT
AU ELTEZHNELESZ D,

4.2 EAHEA

TT v e ATV =Bk LD Z LM
FTHEINTWD, HRIT, = AZ—BIXIADHEIC
RTCTEARIZR DD, B L OBMEIZ R DRE %
LTV, TAZ—BIEIAOREIXEOLL,
BEOWNTT, A R—TDKROME, ZOFT AN
RS TATHHINSHERZH LTS, 77
v 7 e ATV —F, BRE LD I EOETEN LK
FEHIELTE, L, ROX I AX—F
T AT DA DFEEIL, VOO L
BikE L LCOHREH L IICRoTeZ L &AL
TW5, “Your way ain’t always the best way. | got my
own way and that’s the way 1I’m doing it. If I stay around
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here I’m doing it my own way.” (74) Z #ulZ
AL —FILIALX, “What took you so long?”
EER W0 EEARE L L T— AR
ZLERIZFODNTDTHD,

SHIT, == ALE B O T R 2 —
BiEXsAiz@#LICKREEEIC, 7T 27 - ATV
—IIFIRE LTI OMHHIT 2 L, BRI &S
ELCOBEEd DREE % & > T\ 5, “This house is
sanctuary! It’s been sanctuary for a long time. You know
that. Everybody know that. This is 1839 Wylie Avenue.”
(79)

TTw 0 e AT V= REHESIETOIE, L
=W —DT 7V ART AV B NTKT D mIEE
PATA T oo, S, BT 50 Bk T
%% BE#E LT, “Caesar’s doing his job. That’s
what people can’tsee.” (14) L &ix, WOERE L L
TOTAZ ESYLEx LT ThD, £L T,
“You’re my brother. | respect and honor that. | always
have and | always will.”(38) & ittt L7z &350 128
STV, L LEE, BAGEHELZLDA T A
FEMEL, mAX—BIXIAZEML, V) —%
BLE L, T2 by—Y—i, Eix LA
RN e —JE AT T TELET L O R ART
bo, DI LT —F—DEESHFEREL., I
don’t know who you are. But you not my brother. You
hear me, Caesar? You not my brother.” (84) &GOS
WL~ WaHtinT D, 7T w7« AT U—IA,
TALZ—BIE I AVDOHBME T2 Z LI D5
2N Th A9,

7%, 1985 FITHRFRERE STV D [F 27 -~
RU—ZHt] © = AF— - 2 AT —|3 366 % TH
CLEZ e mabdn, EEIZET L0
ZOB%ME LI oI T Ty 7 « ATV —=ThbHEHE
A Hid,

5.ANNDMAT L RE—
BAIIa=7 4 OBHOIREE L L TOTAH
—BIESAF, FEEAEEEZRSAIICEELT, &
DOEETHLOREFED DEXEZIT>TND, FOE
B ~OMHEL, LS AT D WA 22 o O
EOTHY, TNETEZ DT 7V HFHRT AV TN



THOMERFLTCEXLLLDOTHA D, EEE,
—bIBEOEL AT ENd D Lk «fwé
Tl s AT V=%, o L XICEEED /N
Bitolc Z ETCREBEIIHDN, ZAZ—BIXZA
RN ZFED THOEL | THATFED L Bbn s,
L, 2= A Z — 0 ) TIETE RVERT,
A=A, YV— TTv7 + A7V —0D3 AN
NBRETH D, RSN EFEEFK,
S blI~=—mtg, Moy, fm, g B Lo
BERXOTDOOBEERMLETHY | ERITD- L o7z
ROEE » BRI D,

T 4 RUMBENS DO MR ARNLHZ & %
DEICARE E T2 D%, = A X —BBITE AN 285
% & VO BAIRFIETHY , )X BRI %
FFoLBEZONDNLTHD, HMELICENENINH
% Z X, MOROERXDBE TSR, 3 [H
TRENTWS, £, =22 —BIFSAUE, 7T
T e AT V=N 3HFERFIZZAX —FENDZ L&
FRIZF > T2 &5 9, “That was in a dream | had
about Black Mary before | known. | had that dream and
the next day Black Mary knocked on the door and asked
me if | had any laundry that needed washing.” (18) % 7=
VU =N ERT A7 T T3~ 7 T E LA
DHFTHEI> Tz, “Then you walked off with that
stick. Said you was going to Alabama.” (18) 7% &I
ZOHRTHOEREZITMDODTHD, IHIC
TARCNZEDOEND, TAZ —=FIZHPIRAALT
=& &, Mekix, “ril give you two dollars.” (20)
LEoTe VT 4 RV TENROHIE 2 RVZE L
TNDIEEHSTN=DTHD, Wi E
HITZADDIE, B2 9 LIEENRENZ2FF-> T
NWDHEIMHTHDH, SHIL, ZAX—BIXSADFEIT
“peaceful house”(7) T & v . “This house is
sanctuary”(79). T 7¢H . HE OBRE D ILMREEE S
iz THEE ) R CTh - T, Hillko Axix, 2D
TAU—i@b» 1839 FHDOFIZRRIDIKE % T
WHDTH 5D,

TAL—BIXEZADOT 7V 7 BLATHRR) 72 A% 138
SN THDHN, LIFLITEELZSIHTHOT, £V
A RNHEROFTE LTS EIICb A5, AT,
Wt\ZB T D7 7V IAREMEE XU X Nk DB

i

wE HRK

(RERHT D, 7 4 Y o 0F, TREICEA] ST
T A 7 NVBEIZENT, F U A MBUTRABGED
MEZENEIC S, LIS T LS RAL
LTHiWTWS, 72X [V a—- X—F =0k
TIT>TLE»o2] T, EALXEZEOL—IAF, *
U A FEUZHONE DTS L TRO LS IZF
Do

MOERTR D NEFRR--- BEIAOIALZ— - A
TA - F U R, OO TICHiE, FRICHER
WaH->T, £ZICv»>TW5, BAZBITHO
WT, HoSH-ASLTHAL, £9H. ol
ZTCWD, MOBEEZ LTS, BV, Y13
e EHD LA, x5 AFR Ly
MEMATRON LSRN ?  BEXORHRE Y

’Lk#&<%@&J%’TV:V:%mEé

L OB TR LT, SEATEE TRF & <
ﬂéﬁhf\:x&~ AT« F YR RMNIRA
TTEDL LWBFRATL, LFEDHATRE, Eonn
ME->TWDE, EoBBNLWVWATLE ! (Tag
JLY 2 b 130~131)

= A RAUE, MBI CHEA T2 L TGk E
BT 20084 A - F VA MROTHL, [~ L
A =—D7 7 v 7K kAl(MaRainey s Black Bottom,
1%DT%£A® DLV T 4 —1F, F U R NA~DE
LERD L HIEE

X BAFEOFT D 2RIV e 8 —EH 7w,
MIZBANZOF Y 2T IET 2508, T IFHIC
BITFETE, MIRAIZFOZ LARANKICED D
2N, EEFEOL Z A AR AT ERE S T
WAHATE D LDOENLIELIEATHD AT,
FURAMIBEZOLEATEEL CRADWAR
V! (80)

[T ) LyAV]OENAR—A T 4 —1,
WKDOEIIZF U A NFA~DREEZIRRITND,
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WEN DS EAT, E ZIEAT, U R NI,

BEQLNTHEEZRLE ATV, REE
JIRLETLEES WV - TRV LT, '§L~_< —4
BT o772, O FF W= LTh, U AR
DAL Z B L TEBEW LA, £5&, U R
oA ETZ “HENIMEATL R, ABO0Y OV T 5
FCREATEATS, S B> TR E R Z, KITsE

NEFEFTE o, X EHL LR (TaY
> ¢119)
PlED L5z, w4V rDOZnE TCOENTIES

YA M ER UL, YR MEEBADRH
ELTHESRT 2 Aa B3¢ T0n 5,
TREOEA] THU R KT D%
WCREDHDIE, YV —Thdb, 7797 « AT VU—
4ix@ﬁx;%xiﬁﬁ®£ﬁ@ﬁﬂékﬁ%
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BLACK MARY: God ain’t never wrong.

SOLLY: God say different things. Say, “I will smite
my enemies.” Then he tell you to, “Turn the other
cheek.” That don’t get you nothing but two broke
jaws. (29)

Fo. WEEEBIIT 7V AR T AV AN E - TIE
BHOMR T2 E0 D 2 524 T ARKE S
O Z - HmEEICERQ, ZhEIHRL TV D

They never made Emancipation what they say it was.
People say, “Jesus turn the water into wine what you
look like telling him it was the wrong kind?” Hell,
maybe it is the wrong kind! If you gonna do it ... do it
right! (60)

LML S, TREOEA]IZBOTE, U R
FEIIHH SN TR, Fry Ly b TTT D
BEEZPVITODOEIFIVANEERTH D, Z T
HHOT 7V IRT AV IR EE->TE T,
A N TAFOES S TITOIL, BEEA M T A
XFOEYMEAEZTNTRATBHELZHHEL WD, T
RhbEy Y R—7He VXTI, U 2 MU
5 0 B EATRICRTIAATE Y R 72 3L Y B,
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A 22T A DOFLERSTNDLIDTH D,

TR —=BIEI AU E TV A, FU R M
HTHD, NV =TT AF, HLDOFY X M
IZOWTIRD L DTl ~<TW b, “A critical figure
mediating between the African past and the African
American present, between the practice of Christianity
and an Africanist-based spirituality, is the character of
Aunt Ester”(184) 2F£ 0, =R X —BIXI AL, B
AR U X NEE T 7 U I OWRAREY 72485 & D ff
NMETHY | JHEEROTHD, 72721, Fhidk
L7 7 U ANE LT@747/74 T4 &I
DNHDLHDOTIIRNWI LICHEET ILERD D,

ZOXYRANRET 7V AIBIRATORE & S8
LD, MEOEL] ~OFRIZLTFMmE SNDHEAT
bbb, BRIZFZES TLHZOITKETHY, £D
NTHRONLERD ZENTELHDIE LA HF —
9. MNHOFIL LT, RFRENST LY
DEEESIHT 5, Ay eiX, BREREO LR
(CHTL 2BIIDFE T, TORIDOWEITEDEIZ
HHLEFWBINTNDEIDOTH LN, Iz Ly
LY IR B o TV b2 e E 9,

NY—Je =T N BT 7Y IO I NS NOF
47 (Ogun) X8O E L TEOHHNTEY |
DHNZ YT 4 AR T D1T81L, T7 U0
72 REHEATIIZ Db LML T b,
(Bigsby 85) T 72 BHL AT 7 U I OfFI0mE AT
TAL— « A T —IZLo LA TT AU B
XN, Bl &R TNDDOTH D, EEE, #iko
RO EIE, KRAIZIRY NETHELETH D,

God got room for everybody. | don’t know if you ever
seen him but God wear all different kinds
of clothes. He got all kinds of faces and he got a sword.
It’s a big sword. The Bible say it’s a mean and terrible
swift sword. And when he get to waving that sword
around he can do anything. (54)

SNNNOMA T AT RWEEORKETHD L LI
ROMTLHY | [ZELRBERD, K W, 8k
Binz w5, () BIKL TREZED ERVIkE
P> TRILILIIZ IRV B L, MEAEZ 5L, W



b5 (HEF 46) MThHDH, “AX—BEIAN
RELMIEFY R bR, £ TEREE] oW
DY IR BRIANNSNOME T o ThD, T AX—
BIXSAZ, 77V oMEHCERT [REE]
ZHATND Vo TRy, — 5T, T8A) 1%, W
MREROEHOUNIHE TRBESELZ 00, NiITK
LB AR LTS, 2, MEOHHE v R
— 7 DOHETHLHY, ZENTHD, VALY D
FURARNER [TAV ) T 57807 L
N 2R EB R TR D,

BEOZEME L TOZAE— « [ F5—

AL ANFEFFHEOI N EBIC X, o477 03,
X o — NTFEXT e LFE—HIN, 77NV TIE
Mg Ly =087 v b= s LTHNL, N FT
T 2 — LR EENTWS, T2bb, [T7U %
DOMERIL, B DBRELSTHY TWENST AU H
KD BANULOHIZEZBl] (202) LTWDHD
Thd, ZOEHIZOWTHAE, T7 XU BIZB
T, AAR=7 0|25 2 AR R 8o T,
T 7V O & BICROARTTAEFT D Z & I3EAl
ELTARAEETH o7, | (192) LT 5, L7
Mo T, AANANOMIL, ¥ U R NROPIZEEE
ZATHEZELATEEDITTOD, TNEWRIITR
LTWEDONRTAX—BIEZADEIMIEN 572
Wy AT, THOLEXFVARANEET U A
AN &EDBERIZONWTIRD XD IZHE_TW 5D,
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Blacks have taken Christianity and bent it to serve
their African-ness. In Africa there’s ancestor worship,
among kinds of religious practices. That’s given
blacks, particularly southern blacks, the idea of ghosts,
magic and superstition—for example, the horse-shoe
as a good-luck symbol. It’s not the shape, it’s the iron,
the god of iron which protects your house. Relating to
the spirit worlds is very much a part of African and
Afro-American culture. (Savran 34)

TRAZ—BIXEAT, BEOTRREECROERIZE
WTTI <, BRIZHAED T X D 1T TR
LTCWAN, ZHUIT 7V HRT AV B NOHFTIA
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MR BNDENS ZETHD, ZH LEACHRD
HEMPRIT, AART 7V ART AV DANICEZT-
AN BT 3 D %R, P, aié LTHRD
ZEmTELD,

TAZ—BIESADOF Y A FEERMAIHEIZE L TR
7 I W(Mary L. Bogumil) IX, 74V B30 MY
JORIZE > THETONTERERSH D LB TND
(169) 23, 77U HRT AU I ANOFTRENL,
EALIEXF YA MAORMERTINWTHAS I,
IFRmPIEF Y A FVEETH L0, £ OARET
T 7O EFEMEFER O ET Ly —~
Thbd, HEOERTZBIX, 77V hOMExY X
FAD RN HRIAEE T, 5 B S OGS
REMEMRE L TEXI2DTHD, ZOHBEIZN,
BADETEZIEDRDL DI ELINTZHDOTH
27,

b = A Z—BIEEANTONTELE L TE2NR,
T Mt A U TTRBIRICER A TV D Z &I
R CH 5, 7725, “We are Americans. But first of
all, we are Africans.” (Moyers 68) £ \»95 Z &L TH D,
ZOBERIZZ, TZVART AV INE LTORE
EOAEIT T D IEE O E#RI DD, V4
I ATRD DB RTZ v b,

Blacks in America want to forget about slavery—the
stigma, the shame. That’s the wrong move. If you
can’t be who you are, who can you be? How can you
know what to do? (Freedman 71)

EFIL, 77V BRT AV I NOREEZROAH L
IZHL T, mAZ—RBIFSA LW RIEEZSHMT D
NP & IEE LT e b 2inoTcdTh 5,

60 FEARNDT T v 7« XU —IEBH D2/ THEIEK
LTV ATBELEITZ U NI EREL,
g—nm oy SR A ANOMERRIZFEET 5 2 & &2 30k
HEFREELTHERLTCEZ, LT, EHLNTE
TI7UVHRT AV A OBEREFTIEL, fib0HH
LEEE L, TAT T AT 4 LT D20 DHE
NEWR OB E FE L C& 72, TRKEOEL]D X,
FEZIZEDHMDIZDIZEPNT AR E Vo TEL,
FESNE & BORMEDIRDMESL & 72 > T D,
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