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Behavior of Non-Human Characters in The Chronicles of Narnia
—Gender Roles of Non-Human Characters in The Horse and His Boy—

NAKAJIMA Chiaki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The Chronicles of Narnia (1950-1956), written by C.S. Lewis (1897-1963), have been very popular
among children all over the world for more than 60 years. One of the major features of the series is the
presence of Non-Human Characters. Their behavior, especially their speech, indicate the thoughts
Lewis intended to convey to the children. In this article, gender roles of the Non-Human Characters in
The Horse and His Boy, the third book of the chronicle, are analyzed through their behavior in order to

clarify Lewis’ views of gender.
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“There's a Tarkaan™' under the edge of that wood.
Not on his war horse — it's too light for that. On a
fine blood mare, I should say.” (p.25)
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“Broo-hoo-hah!” he snorted. “Steady there! | heard
you, | did. There's no good pretending, Ma’am. |
heard you. You're a Talking Horse, a Narnian horse
just like me.”  (p.30. 1% A EH)
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“Why, in that case, what is to prevent us all going
together?” said Bree. “I trust, Madam Hwin, you will
accept such assistance and protection as | may be able
to give you on the journey?” (p.32)
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“We’ll settle that tomorrow, Ma'am,” said Bree.
“Time for a little sleep now.” (p.46)
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“I should think not, indeed,” said Bree, snorting and
letting his ears go ever so little back™. (p.47)
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“My dear Madam,” said Bree. “Have you pictured to
yourself how very disagreeable it would be to arrive
in Narnia in that condition?” (p.48)
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“l think, Ma'am,” said Bree very crushingly, “that |
know a little more about campaigns and forced
marches and what a horse can stand than you do.”
(p. 136)
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“No, | won't, Aravis,” said the mare [Hwin] putting
her ears back. “This is my escape just as much as
yours. And I'm sure a noble war horse like this is not
going to betray us. We are trying to escape, to get to
Narnia.” (p.31, FHINANZES)
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“Oh do let's. I should feel much more comfortable.
We're not even certain of the way. I'm sure a great
charger like this knows far more than we do.” (p.33)
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So it was settled that the Tombs should be their
assembly place on the other side of Tashbaan, and
everyone felt they were getting on very well till Hwin
humbly pointed out that the real problem was not
where they should go when they had got through
Tashbaan but how they were to get through it. (p.46.
5 ER)
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“Well,” said Hwin humbly (she was a very sensible
mare), “the main thing is to get there.” (p.48. %%
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To this Hwin made no answer, being, like most
highly bred mares, a very nervous and gentle person
who was easily put down. (p.136)
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“*O my mistress,” answered the mare, 'if you were in
Narnia you would be happy, for in that land no
maiden is forced to marry against her will.”” (p.59)
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- till Hwin humbly pointed out that the real
problem was not where they should go when they had
got through Tashbaan but how they were to get
through it.  (p.46. s 4E%)
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The two horses and two riders were galloping neck
to neck and knee to knee just as if they were in a race.
Indeed Bree said (afterward) that a finer race had
never been seen in Calormen. (p.29)
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Hwin broke out into a horse-laugh. “It's your tail,
Bree! | see it all now. You want to wait till your tail's
grown again! And we don't even know if tails are
worn long in Narnia. Really, Bree, you're as vain as
that Tarkheena in Tashbaan!” (p. 199)
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“Now, Bree,” he [Aslan] said, “you poor, proud,

frightened Horse, draw near. Nearer still, my son. Do
not dare not to dare. Touch me. Smell me. Here are
my paws, here is my tail, these are my whiskers. | am
atrue Beast.” (p.203, fE5INZER)
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Then Hwin, though shaking all over, gave a strange
little neigh and trotted across to the Lion.

“Please,” she said, “you're so beautiful. You may eat
me if you like. I'd sooner be eaten by you than fed by
anyone else.”

“Dearest daughter,” said Aslan, planting a lion's kiss
on her twitching, velvet nose, “I knew you would not
be long in coming to me. Joy shall be yours.”

(p. 200-201)
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