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Hara Saihin’s Saiyu Nichireki
—TFellowship among Kyushu region poets (2) On Amakusa island—

KIKUE Kotani
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, PhD

Amakusa is below the Shimabara peninsula. In 1856-57, Hara Saihin enjoyed a lengthy stay on
Amakusa while traveling in Kyushu. She stayed about one year, on and off, traveling to Kagoshima
for two months. She stayed with Nagano Kurobei, the head of Shikaki village, who was also a disciple
of Hirose Tansou. Kurobei also had a beach house in Shimago village, facing Mount Unzen across the

Ariake sea. The beach house was named “Taigakuro,”

Japan.

scholars and poets came to visit from all over

Saihin composed 153 poems while on Amakusa, as she wandered around scenic spots and met
people. 1 will examine Saihin’s fellowship on Amakusa through her poems and propose why she
visited the island and stayed so long in the tiny village of Shikaki.
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