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On Mathematics Education in Ecuador

—An Assessment of Student Performance according to Four Surveys —

KATSUMATA Kazumi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The purpose of this paper is to assess the situation of Ecuadorian children’s performance in mathematics,
using the following four surveys. 1. SERCE (Result of the Second Regional Comparative and Explanatory
Study) by LLECE (the Latin American Laboratory for Assessment of the Quality of Education), 2.
Common National Achievement Examination in Ecuador, and two surveys which were conducted by the
Municipality of Quito. 3. 9th graders’ mathematics performance, and 4. 7th graders’ basic knowledge of
positive and negative integer in the first year of junior high school. An analysis of the above data reveals
that much still needs to be improved for Ecuadorian children. They do have the basic knowledge that is
expected of them, but they need further knowledge to be able to solve problems testing the practical
application of their knowledge. Raising the academic level is an important problem in mathematics
education in Ecuador that should be tackled as soon as possible.
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