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C.S.Lewis’s Arguments for the Existence of God

TAKAHASHI Kiyotaka
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The purpose of this paper focuses on C. S. Lewis's arguments for the existence of God. Typical
arguments for the existence of God are teleological, cosmological, ontological and moral.
As you know, Kant insisted that philosophical way of arguments can not completely prove the
existence of God, but Lewis used these four arguments.
First of all, I will present an outline of each argument, and next make it clear how Lewis used each of
them to prove the existence of God. And last of all, in order to help us to understand his view of
Christian apologetics, | explain why Lewis used the arguments.
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we all, lions, storks, ravens, whales—Iive, as our
fathers said, “at God’s charges”, and the mention of
all equally redounds to His praise®.
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My point is that, if God does exist, He is related
to the universe more as an author is related to a play
than as one object in the universe is related to
another®.
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He sent the human race what | call good dreams:
I mean those queer stories scattered all through the
heathen religions about a god who dies and comes
life again and, by his death, has somehow given

® C.S.Lewis, Christian Reflections, Wm.B.Eerdmans
Publishing Co.,1967,p168.



new life to men’.
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Now as myth transcends thought, Incarnation
transcends myth. The heart of Christianity is a myth
which is also a fact. The old myth of the Dying God,
without ceasing to be myth, comes down from the
heaven of legend and imagination to the earth of
history. It happens—at a particular date, in a
particular place, followed by definable historical
consequences®.
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1952,p.50.
8 C.S. Lewis, God in the Deck, HarperCollins Publishers,
1970, p66.
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it is that of an unsatisfied desire which is itself
more desirable than any other satisfaction. | call it
joy, which is here a technical term and must be
sharply distinguished both from Happiness and
from Pleasure®.
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anyone who has experienced it will want it
again™.
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If I find in myself a desire which no experience
in this world can satisfy, the most probable
explanation is that | was made for another world™*.
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In one respect, as many Christians have noticed,
contemporary science has recently come into line
with Christian doctrine, and parted company with
the classical forms of materialism. If anything
emerges clearly from modern physics, it is that
nature is not everlasting. The universe had a
beginning, and will have an end®.
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Science works by experiments. It watches how
things behave?.
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Supposing science ever became complete so that
it knew every single thing in the whole universe. Is
it not plain that the questions ‘Why is there a
universe?’ “Why does it go on as it does?’” ‘Has it
any meaning?” would remain just as they were?'?
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I have simply put the ‘ontological proof’ in a form
suitable for children. And even that is not so

remarkable a feat as you think®.
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“l see,” she said, “that we should do no better
with your lion, as you call it, than we did with your
sun. You have seen lamps, and so you imagined a
bigger and better lamp and call it the sun. You’ve
seen cats, and now you want a bigger and better cat,
and it’s to be called a lion. Well, ‘tis a pretty
make-believe, though, to say truth, it would suit you
all better if you were younger. And look how you
can put nothing into your make-believe without
copying it from the real world, this world of mine,
which is the only world. But even you children are
too old such play. As for you, my lord Prince, that
art a man full grown, fie upon you! Are you not
ashamed of such toys? Come, all of you. Put away
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29 Walter Hooper The Collected Letters of C.S.Lewis
Volume 77, HarperCollins e-books, 1963, p.1472.
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these childish tricks. I have work for you all in the
real world. There are no Narnia, no Overworld, no
sky, no sun, no Aslan. And let us begin a wiser life
tomorrow. But, first, to bed; to sleep; deep sleep,
soft pillows, sleep without foolish dreams™.”
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FiET 5, £k L Puddleglum [ Zk D L 9|
T

/\

“Suppose we have only dreamed, or made up, all
those things—trees and grass and sun and moon and
stars and Aslan himself. Suppose we have. Then, all
I can say is that, in that case, the made-up things
seem a good deal more important that real ones.
Suppose this black pit of a kingdom of yours is the
only world. Well, it strikes me as a pretty poor one.
And that’s a funny thing, when you come to think of
it. We’re just babies making up a game, if you are
right. But four babies playing a game can make a
play-world which licks your real world hollow?®".”
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I’m on Aslan’s side even if there isn’t any Aslan
to lead it*.
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