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Hara Saihin’s Saiyu Nichireki

—Fellowship among Kyushu region poets (1) Shimabara Domain—

KOTANI Kikue
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies, Ph.D

Hara Saihin, a kanshi poet of the Edo period, left several diaries composed of kanshi poems. Among
those diaries , Saiyu Nichireki is her last and longest, comprising 381 kanshi poems. Saihin wrote this
diary at age 59, while traveling through the island of Kyushu for two years.

After this journey , she left her hometown for Edo to accomplish her dream of finding a publisher for
an anthology of her father’s kanshi poems. On the way to Edo, however, she caught influenza in Hagi
city in Yamaguchi prefecture. A month later she died, with her last wish being for her friend Tsuchiya
Shokai to publish her father’s anthology. When Tsuchiya asked her, “What about your anthology?” she

answered, “Please add it in the last pages.”

I wonder which of her anthologies Saihin wanted to publish. If Saiyu Nichireki is the one, we should
learn more about this little-known anthology. | will examine this question in this paper.
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