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Improvements in Gender Equality and Regional Economic Growth

KOBAYASHI Atsuko
SPRAC

In 1999, the Basic Law for a Gender-equal Society was enforced in Japan. In accordance with this
law, the central government and local governments in Japan have taken various measures to foster
gender equality. Japanese opinions have been voiced for and against gender equality, from the
perspective of economic development. The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship
between improvements in gender equality in areas administered by Japanese local governments and
the economic conditions of these areas. Japanese local governments in a selected prefecture were
categorized into three groups by categorical principal component analysis and cluster analysis, based
on their indices of growth of gender equality. Then, an analysis of variance was conducted on local
economic indices in the three groups. The results indicated that the most gender equal local
governments had the highest growth rates, as indicated by the Gross Regional Domestic Product.
These findings suggest an association between gender equality and the development of Japanese local

economies.
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