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A Study of the Acceptance of Western Literature in Japan
through Kyogen Adaptations

KIKUCHI Zenta
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this paper, an up-to-date list of Kyogen adaptations of Western literature from the Meiji era
(1968-1912) to recent times is presented. Five points are noted and examined as important factors that
contributed to the flourishing of Kyogen adaptations. The first is the creation of Kyogen adaptations
by Iwaya Sazanami from the 1890s to the 1920s. The second is the stage performance of the Kyogen
Koromo-Daimyo (1906), an adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen’s story, “The Emperor’s New
Clothes.” The third is the creation of Kyogen adaptations by Tadasu lizawa in the 1950s and 1960s.
The fourth is the boom in Kyogen adaptations of Shakespeare since the 1990s. Finally, the fifth is the
stage performances of the Okura School of Kyogen by the Shigeyama Family in recent years.
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