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Graham Greene: Travel With My Aunt

—Roles of the depiction of the natural beauty of the plants in the story—

YAMAMURA Yuka
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Travel With My Aunt (1969) was written by Graham Greene (1904-1991) who was called a Catholic
novelist, at the age of sixty five. Although this story which Greene regarded as "Novel” has been
interpreted as a work full of pathos and humor so far, in fact, there are many dark sides of the
characters in this story, such as injustice, evil, cruelty, and brutality.

Interestingly, in the same scenes which those dark sides of human being are depicted, Henry Pulling
who is the narrator and the main character of this story feels comfortable with plants even in
precarious circumstance, as well as he enjoys the natural environment where he is surrounded.

Therefore, in this paper, with focusing on the depiction of the natural beauty of the plants, that Henry
enjoys and feels in the places where he also experiences the darkness of human being, I try to clarify
how it relates to the negative images of characters in the story.
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Aunt Augusta, whose past as a high-class strumpet
and a joyful companion of racketeers, felons, and
Italian fascists who worked with the Nazis
gradually emerges, easily manipulates her bored
bachelor son, Henry Pulling, to join her in
repeatedly breaking the law.®
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Aunt Augusta is the most seductive of the three; she
has molded her spiritual hollowness into a personal
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charm that assists her in seducing and manipulating
people.®®
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With Aunt Augusta, he is like clay in the hands of a
sculptor. Make no mistake, Aunt
Augusta’s seductive and ruthless charm has nothing
worthy to offer. As the book ends, one discerns the
revolting, maladroit life of a smuggler and
lawbreaker that she has molded for her bored son.™

however.
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There was a pervading smell of orange petals, but it
was the only sweet thing about Formosa. One Long
avenue was lined with oranges and trees bearing
rose-coloured flowers, which | learnt later to be
lapachos. . . . little shops selling Coca-Cola: a
cinema which advertised an Italian Western: two
hairdressers: a garage with one wrecked car: a
cantina. The only house of more than one storey
was the hotel, and the only old and beautiful
building in the long avenue proved, as | came closer
to it, to be the prison. There were fountains all down
the avenue but they didn’t play. (p.199)"
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It was as though | had escaped from an open prison,
had been snatched away, provided with a rope
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ladder and a waiting car, into my aunt’s world, the
world of the unexpected character and the
unforeseen event. (p.200)
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I had been born as a result of what my stepmother
would have called an immoral act, an act of
darkness. | had begun in immoral freedom. (p.201)
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Half-ruined huts stood at the very edge of the cliff
and naked children with the pot-bellies of
malnutrition stared down on us as the boat passed,
moving like an overfed man who picks his slow
way home after a heavy meal, giving little belches
on the siren. Above the huts, like a medieval castle
dominating some wretched village of mud and
wattle, stood the great white bastions of Shell.
(.210)
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A small boy wanted to clean my shoes and another
tried to sell me American cigarettes. A long
colonnaded street, which sloped uphill in front of
me, was full of liquor shops, and old women sat
against the wall with baskets of bread and fruit. In
spite of the dirt and fumes of old cars the air was
sweet with orange blossom. (p.211)
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Soldiers were goose-stepping in front of the
cathedral, and a very early tank stood on a plinth up
on the greensward. The Orange trees were
everywhere, some in fruit and some in blossom.
(p.211)
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In place of the orange and banana trees, | would
have seen neglected rhododendrons and threadbare
lawns. (p.212)
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A little crumbling house with corinthian pillars and
broken windows was called School of Architecture



on a board which had been split by the seasons, but,
however tumbledown the houses, the flowers were
everywhere. A bush of jasmine blossomed with
white and blue flowers on the same bush. (p.212)
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It was an enormous house with a great untidy lawn
which ended in a dark green fuzz of trees, a small

wood of banana, orange, lemon, grapefruit, lapacho.

(p.212)
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The iron gates were rusty and padlocked. Worn
pineapples were carved on the gateposts, but the
gates, draped with barbed wire, had lost their
dignity. A millionaire may once have lived there, I
thought, but no longer.

Wordsworth led me round the corner of the street
and we approached the house from the back through
a little door which he locked behind him and
through the grove of sweet-smelling trees and
bushes. (p.212)
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We sat down in the meager shade of a banana tree.
The air was sweet with orange and jasmine, and the
moon swam palely in the pale blue daylight sky.
(p-216)

ZOWEICIE, N~V =N InE TOMEWVEISR %
BT DR T BAROHF TA— T A X L EBHIT
EOTwéﬁ%ﬁ%#ﬂTwé DEY, ALY —

ABOAETFIZH T HARLRmEEE, Fiz,
ﬁ%wx&®vwxvx IR DA S ENOR
SNOWELDOBT-SIRHEIAZBICLTHREB, 4
—HARI, A—=TAXDFIZ, LT, A—HA

X Ll RN L CL RIS 2T D

D ZOHEBIZ L > TERNYE>DTH 5,

4.4, T—RXUZRDBERRLEE
F—HAZTT—XT 222D TAA Y — 2D
Lok~ 3,

‘Staff are easy to come by and much cheaper than
Wordsworth with all his CTCs. Oh, I’m sorry for
poor Wordsworth,” she added, ‘but he was only a
stop-gap. Everything has been a stop-gap since Mr
Visconti and | were separated.” (p.219)
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“To me his is. | like men who are untouchable. I’ve
never wanted a man who needed me, Henry. A need
is a claim. | thought that Wordsworth wanted my
money and the comfort | gave him at the Crown and
Anchor, but there’s not much comfort for anyone
here and you saw how he wouldn’t even take a CTC.
I’m disappointed in Wordsworth.” (p.219)
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“You are the only family I have, Henry - and you
can be of great use to Mr Visconti.” (p.220)
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Sunrise was not far off, the lights had been turned
out in the garden, and the flowers seemed to breathe
their scent more deeply in the small chill of the
dawn. | felt oddly elated to be alive, and | knew in a
moment of decision that | would never see Major
Charge again, nor the dahlias, the empty urn, the
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packet of Omo on the doorstep or a letter from Miss
Keene. (p.259)
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I struck a match and before the flame went out |
saw the body on the ground and the black face
starred with white orange petals, which had been
blown from the trees in the small breeze of early
morning. (p.260)
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This is, of course, a considerable difference in our
ages, but she is a gentle and obedient child, and
often in the warm scented evenings we read
Browning together.



God’s in his heaven -
AllI’s right with the world! (p.262)
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