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Hara Saihin’s Toyi NikkKi:

Fellowship among Poets in the Chaigoku Region (2)

KOTANI Kikue
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Hara Saihin (1798-1859), a Kanshi poet from the Akizuki domain in Kyushu, left her hometown in
1828 for Edo to become a successful Kanshi poet. Toya Nikki is a diary of her travels through the

Chtgoku region on her way to Edo.

I introduced part of the diary in the previous issue of this journal. Here | introduce the remainder.
Toyi Nikki ends in the city of Akashi in Hyogo prefecture, halfway to Edo. For the rest of the journey
to Edo she left a directory indicating where she stayed, who she met, and so on, rather than a diary.
Appended to Toyu Nikki is an anthology of a hundred poems, which includes her love poetry. Saihin
fell in love twice, though she never married. Her love poems went unpublished, unfortunately, because
it was feared they would ruin her reputation as a respected Kanshi poet.

In this paper, | will focus on Saihin’s love affair in Hiroshima as interpreted through her love poetry,
thereby revealing her feminine side, which is not apparent from published anthologies of her work.
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