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Influence of Swedenborg on Kant
—Mainly on “Dreams of a Spirit Seer” and “Arcana Coelestia”—

KENMOCHI Koichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Swedenbourg’s spiritual abilities were the topic of the time when Kant began to investigate on this
subject. Kant wrote an explication of Swedenbourg’s claims in “Dreams of a Spirit Seer.” In this book,
Kant criticized Swedenboung’s a spiritual ability. With this single publication, Kant struck down
Swedenbourg’s reputability within the German intelligentsia. In addition, Kant described his own
ideology about the spiritual world. This early philosophical work shows indications of Kant’s latter
philosophical ranking. It is commonly thought that Kant drew upon Rousseau’s ideology. However,
this paper considers not only Rousseau’s influence, but also the influence of Swedenbourg’s “Arcana
Coelestia” on the development of Kant’s latter philosophy.
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