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Graham Greene: Dr Fischer of Geneva or The Bomb Party

—The symbolic roles of diverse things at the first half of the story—

YUKA Yamamura
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Dr Fischer of Geneva or The Bomb Party (1980) was written by Graham Greene (1904-1991) who is
called a Catholic novelist, at the age of seventy six. Compared to other novels of his, this story is quite
short, but they say that it has shown both Greene's own idea of faith and understanding of the
Catholicism with a very unique and ironic way.

This story is narrated by Alfred Jones who is married to a daughter of Doctor Fischer who made a lot
of money by inventing tooth paste called Dentophil Bouguet. And the plot of this story consists of a
sort of reports of the results by Doctor Fischer's experiments which try to research the greediness of
rich people.

Interestingly, one of the features of this story is that despite of the ways of Doctor Fischer who tries to
examine the greediness of rich people by very insulting and cruel way, they endure his game to get
expensive presents. Also, another feature is that there are many things and metaphors to show
character's feeling and own ideas.

Therefore, in this paper, with focusing on especially two scenes in this story, I tried to clarify the roles
of things and metaphors to find out the peculiarity and charms of Greene's literature. The one of those
scenes is at the first meeting for Jones and Doctor Fischer, and the other is at the party which Jones
joined for the first time.
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I was just a man called Alfred Jones, earning three
thousand francs a month, a man in his fifties, who
worked for a chocolate firm. | had left my Fiat with
Anna-Luise; | took the train to Geneva and walked
from the station to a taxi rank. (p.25)
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The hours of opening | am glad to say were not



authentically English and | planned to drink up a
little courage before | took a taxi.
As the draught beer was almost as expensive as
whisky | ordered a whisky. (p.25)
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I wanted to talk in order to keep my mind off things,
so | stood at the bar and tried to engage the landlord
in conversation. (p.25)
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I drank a second whisky and went out. (p.26)
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There were five expensive cars lounging in the
drive, two of them with chauffeurs, and | thought
that he looked at my little Fiat 500 with disdain.
Then he looked at my suit and | could see that his
eyebrows went up. ‘“What name?’ he asked, though I
felt sure that he remembered it well enough. He
spoke in English with a bit of a cockney twang. So
he had remembered my nationality. (p.50)
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I wondered a little at seeing them there: it was
hardly the season for cold soup. (p.51)
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I could feel the fumes of their hostility projected at
me like tear-gas. (p.51)
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An odd coincidence. | chose the date for that reason.

Madame Faverjon died by her own hand. | suppose
she could no longer stomach herself — it was
difficult enough for me to stomach her, though | had
found her at first an interesting study. Of all the
people at this table she was the greediest — and that
is saying a good deal. She was also the richest of all
of you. (pp.55-56)
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She was an abominable woman, an unspeakable
woman, and yet | had to admit she showed a certain
courage at the end. (p.56)

SO, BT, L EELSISREITIEE, R&E
IR EMETH TN, HBIITERE A& bl
o ZOBMDOFTENSG, RIZX— T4 v v—
X, EOBRBITAZEROLZ L AR LTND
ZEW D, DEYD . B THS DM ZHEDTZ0
WIEBEXDPMETHY | hOFEL-HITIZRNEDE
KPR ZIZIEH ST EBOTNWDHDOTHD, ZDX&

161

WIS f51E

N, HLOBFEEILTLHRFICELD, ¥ UAX B
HEMETHLLITEVEHNR X — T vy
—DNIE AT 2O TIERINA DD
FEFNCHIRIENZ L2, ZOBEmIZBNT, K74
— T4y —LUHNOEFLBITIFA T AKX - T
AVBHEINNTWDDIZR L, #E— AT TIZIER
—J VUV REOU vy IPHABEINTND, ZORE
ENEEOENT, 7V =0 b Y v 7 RIS
BWT, VA UBF VR MEEEETLILDEE D
WCHWBNTND I ENSZNWI EEEETDH L,
DFEIZHEZ, FIF— - T4 vy —TEFN%
U Z NENZETIER VWO TIZRVWhEEZ BRD
ThhHro, £i, THWHENTWD T A T
SEAAZADUA U ThD, [TEFEOKDY] (The
End of the Affair, 1951) <° [ —714] (28T
AnbnTcnwdo—~ B ) w7 2FT A%
T e UAUTIEHRNWENWS ZEEBETX, 20
TA AT LR F U R NEIE TIEH-Th,
WE EDEESITRIT TS &5 RS2 5 2 5%
HEHSTNDHEFZDHTHAI,

ST, ZOHMmIZBWT, RKIZF—T 4y ¥y—
DIFHZEPINTNDR—TF » REDO T + > 1%, [
U 80D 7Y = DIERTH D [FHR—THR]
IZBWTHEHWLNTWD, WREFEH, FH—T#
RNBTA BBV ERI S, BAEOTA Va2 X
L, £ZC, ROV F alZAR—7 2 RED
TA Y INDHDES S THRIZEND, #oiEEn%g
EBHICABLRN LR L XFELWEEDH, ZOWH
T, o F a i 3mARICk L, “Polish vodka, father.
From a Catholic country.” ® &3k~ ZDERT A
TiE72VWR, B IZOE, R—=F7 ROU v
N THDHZ @+ 5, YorFaldaIia=xF
ThdD, LT, #MBHEHLEZ DML FHR—T
R EDOMIZBT p@EITENTho -], 5
VWL TEER ) 12T 2RVEL 72D Th 5,
INEBZBILTHRBIX,. ZOWEEICB TS N7 4
— T4 yTy—iL FURNHENETHD LT
SWEEN AR O OO, BMERE T, K
HE 082 AR, HoHvE, e O T#HB) 12
KT HEMENI EOBRHLOTIERNNEE XD
b, T2 THHRLIEX, TOAFITEDL I 72t

-
—

- >
— —



TVLT D TV =2 [PaRfx—T0DRIZ— T4 v v—5 W —F 1 —]

DD, T T, K7 H— T 4w xy—NH&
ER_REZ Ly 2— - XY — (Monsieur
Groseli) ~DOBMHEOEEIZE B L THTHIZL,

He only attended two of our dinners before dying of
cancer, so | had no time to study his character. If |
had known of the cancer | would never have invited
him to join us. | expect my guests to entertain me
for a much longer time. (p.57)
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‘Watch them, Jones. They are so anxious to be
finished that they even forget to drink.’
T don’t suppose Yvorne goes well with porridge.'

(p.60)
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You are not one of us. (p.60)
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"You have a poor man’s pride, | see. After all, why
shouldn’t | tell you. You are a sort of son. | want to
discover, Jones, if the greed of our rich friends has
any limit. If there’s a “Thus far and no further.” If a

day will come when they’ll refuse to earn their

presents. Their greed certainly isn’t limited by pride.

You can see that for yourself tonight. Mr Kips, like
Herr Krupp, would have sat down happily to eat
with Hitler in expectation of favours, whatever was
placed before him. The Divisionnaire has spilled

porridge down his bib. Give him a clean one, Albert.

I think that tonight will mark the end of one
experiment. | am playing with another idea.' (p.61)
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I’m not greedy for trinkets, Jones. (p.61)
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"Trinkets are harmless enough.' (p.61)
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I like to think that my greed is a little more like
God’s." (p.61)
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Compared with the Toads | must admit your father
did keep a kind of dignity — a devilish dignity.
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‘| suppose he meant his bet on their greed against
their humiliation." (p.63)
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"That car was a present too. But you — you’ll never
go back, will you?' (p.64)
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