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Aspects of C. S. Lewis as a Christian Apologist
—Chiefly on Free Will —

KIYOTAKA Takahashi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

C.S.Lewis is well known as a Christian apologist as well as a fantasy author. In his works, he
repeatedly mentioned what free will is. Free will is one of the most important theological concepts
when we try to assimilate Christianity. But it is so difficult to gather up Lewis’s opinions about free
will from his works, and to clarify the concept, for he did not systematize a systematic theology.

The purpose of this paper is to examine Genesis Chapter 3 and Augustine’s “De libero arbitrio,” and
to verify that C.S.Lewis accepted Augustine as a thoughtful forerunner in the problem of free will.

Finally, I assert that the idea of Lewis’s free will and most of his discussions on free will are based
upon Genesis and Augustine. In this sense, Lewis was not only loyal to the Bible but also an orthodox

and traditional defender of Christianity.
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