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Hara Saihin’s Toyiz NikKi:
Fellowship among Poets in the Chaigoku Region (1)

KOTANI Kikue
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Hara Saihin’s Toyia Nikki is a diary of her travel through the Chtgoku region on her way to Edo. She
left her birthplace in Northern Kyushu in 1828 at age 30 after the death of her father, Hara Kosho, a
well-known, yet unpublished, kanshi poet and Confucian scholar. Kosho left Saihin a poem, saying,
“Do not return home without fame,” which drove her to seek literary success and to preserve her
father’s poetic legacy.

Toyi Nikki reveals Saihin’s network of Chiigoku region kanshi poets, introduced to her by her father.
Meeting Rai Kyohei, Kan Chazan, Hirose Kyokuso, and others made the long trip to Edo worthwhile.
Saihin spent one and a half years traveling while writing the some one hundred kanshi poems which
comprise Toyu Nikki. The diary includes an anthology of her love poetry, a genre that may appear out
of character given that Saihin never married and frequently dressed as a man. Though Saihin chose to
remain single, she did fall in love at least twice, judging from her poems. Those at the end of Toyi
Nikki were inspired by her first affair of the heart, in Hiroshima.

In this paper I will examine Saihin’s poems in order to understand the psychological and social
pressures that shaped her life, while considering how her interaction with the Chagoku region literati
affected her career as a kanshi poet.
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