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Effects of a Rakugo Workshop on Decreasing Domestic Violence

KOBAYASHI Atsuko
SPRAC

The effects of a workshop that used Rakugo (classical Japanese comic storytelling performance) on
decreasing the tolerance for domestic violence were investigated. Participants (N = 69, 23 men and 46
women) attended a workshop held by the local government. Before and after the workshop, the degree

of tolerance for domestic violence (TDV)

in the participants was assessed by inquiring about their

tolerance for domestic violence and their sex role attitudes were assessed by using the short form of the
Scale of Egalitarian Sex Role Attitudes. Results of an analysis of variance indicated that
post-workshop mean TDV scores were significantly lower than pre-workshop scores; which was
independent of the participants’ sex role attitudes. These results suggest that Rakugo workshops are an

effective countermeasure for domestic violence.
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