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Supplemental Readers about Ainu Peoples and Historical
Understandings

UENO Masayuki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This article examines the relationship between the historical development of supplemental readers
on Ainu people at school and historical understanding of the general public over time. Each
supplemental reader has its own characteristics reflecting the time of publication. The supplemental
reader firstly appeared in the Pre-WW!II period. It described Ainu as an ethnic group which had been
assimilated to mainstream Japanese by then, or a vanishing ethnic group. After the WWII, the Ainu
people demanded to revise the history. They reviewed it with educators and education researchers and
corrected mistakes of the supplemental readers. Recently, the supplemental readers have been revised
again under the influence of Law for the Promotion of the Ainu Culture, which drastically advanced
learning about Ainu. However, the changes in the supplemental readers have been criticized by people
who value the history of the reclamation of Hokkaido. The difference in historical understanding is the
cause of this conflict. Teaching the history of Ainu people is a necessary step toward building a
harmonic multi-cultural and multi-ethnic society in Japan and it poses an important question about the
future shape of Japan.
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