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Graham Greene: Monsignor Quixote
—Roles of Wine and Cars in the Story—

YAMAMURA Yuka
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Monsignor Quixote (1982) is the twenty-second novel written by Graham Greene at the age of
seventy eight. It is the travel story of the two men; the one is called Monsignor Quixote who is
supposed to be the descendant of Don Quixote, well known as the main character of the story written
by Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, and the other is called Sancho who is the previous Mayor.

When it comes to the one of the feature of the story, drinking by the characters and their own cars are
seen frequently through the story. However, there has been not any research about the roles of the

wine as well as the cars they own.

Therefore, in this paper, I tried to clarify some of the peculiar charms in Greene’s literature by
analyzing the roles of both the wine which Father Quixote offers to the bishop who comes from lItaly

and two types of cars in Monsignor Quixote.
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Father Quixote returned to the bishop in a troubled
state of mind, carrying with him a half bottle of
marsala. (p.7)
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"It is a very common wine, Monsignor, but here we
are very proud of what we call the Manchegan."

(p-8)
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3.2. Seat600 (&7 b 600) & Fiat600 (7 47 v
~ 600)
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It was a day when the heat stood and quivered on
the dry field, and there was no air-conditioning in
his little Seat 600 which he had bought, already
secondhand, eight years before. As he drove he
thought sadly of the day when he would have to
find a new car. A dog’s years can be multiplied by
seven to equal a man’s, and by that calculation his
car would still be in early middle age, (p.3)
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How on earth, he wondered, could one of his
brother priests afford a Mercedes? But when he
drew up he noticed a purple bib below the collar
which denoted at least a monsignor if not a bishop.

(p-4)
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It was with trepidation then that Father Quixote
introduced himself to the high clerical figure in the
distinguished Mercedes. (p.5)
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"In my opinion, it is all his own fault. When | was a
young girl | lived in Africa. Negroes and bishops
always forget to refill with petrol.” (p.10)
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He didn’t believe the problem was as simple as all
that, but there was no harm in trying, and sure
enough the tank was empty. (pp.10-11)
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‘It is a duty of loyal vassals to tell their lords the
truth in its proper shape and essence without
enlarging on it out of flattery or softening it for any
idle reason. | would have you know, Sancho, that if
the naked truth were to come to the ears of princes,
unclothed in flattery, this would be a different age.”

(p.11)
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"The garagist has not yet returned, so | took a look
at the engine myself." He held out his hands. "A
messy job. You were very low in petrol—that was
easy to remedy, | always have a spare jerrican—but
what was the real fault?" (p.11)
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"Ah, it wasn’t only the petrol,”
satisfaction. (p.11)
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"\fery tired. She’s resting in the garage."
"What an old pair we are. | am tired too." (p.186)
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"I suppose Descartes brought me to the point where
he brought himself—to faith. Fact or fiction—in the
end you can’t distinguish between them—ijust you
have to choose." ( p.180)

OFY TTHEELEHIIXTEDHOTIERL,
=bLBEHENEL LI TR b o) &
WO BLRIZOWT, WREFHICEL T2 F OO E
DTHDHFERIHDORVIZBNT S, JiE 1RO
BEEEOTILNTVDHDOTHD,

42. AXVIANDBEANVETR - XY

ZOWREOF T, AT AR L) BFEN
Lo —ERGTAHRENH D, T, B EE S
BEZBWT, ¥R —T MR BEOE XD F DT
izl v =)L hAR—VIC#ERESEZ%, B0
TRt Fa bgichiFE L, TV =T DU A UH
WZHRWESGE T D, TA VEICE HRL72ED
BENWTEFHR—THREYF T ald, T TIZEFDOHIC

79

WIS f51E

AT A« RUYREELTWD Z EIZAf<,

They parked Rocinante behind a Mercedes which
had already usurped the best place. (p.162)
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