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George MacDonald: The History of Photogen and Nycteris
—An Interpretation of A Day and Night Mahrchen

YAMADA Atsuko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper is a consideration on The History of Photogen and Nycteris. This work is one of George
MacDonald’s later fantasies that describe the birth and growth of Photogen, the day boy, and Nycteris,
the night girl. Through the story of the two protagonists, it metaphorically depicts also a history of
creation and salvation. As MacDonald’s later work, it is neatly structured. The description of Nycteris,
who is shut up in the darkness of a graveyard for 16 years, vividly shows that the truth of life lies in
love and joy. MacDonald created a masterpiece fantasy by setting it in a graveyard, an extraordinary
place. Although there appear no fairies and fairylands, this is surely good fantasy, as shown in the
word marchen in the subtitle of The History of Photogen and Nycteris.

1. IXT®IZ

Ty oAV —DREMEIND ATy T FHE
DIEF, ¥a—v -~ 7 KL R (George MacDonald
1835-1905) %, 77 X VU—E < E L, HE
W7 7 o2 0—d, BRORREZRE, FLAE
DELfR Cod D, DR MmE The Complete Fairy
Tales(1999)' 1213, 1864 4E72& 1879 4EITHMT THEA
WIAEMDIUR SN TWAH N, AKfaTHY EiF 5
The History of Photgen and Nycteris . A Day and Night
Méhrchen(1879 )X % D 5 6 T b BRI OIEMLTH 5,

ZOEMITIE, FEOZNE TOEMITIZA LN
ROVTRBALND, AFRTIE, TOTRICERL
TWREME R 2B i N T <

7 DALRG & PR
2.1 MEE O
fE 4D b —(Watho)ix, — A DI 2 I FEON%

! George MacDonald, The Complete Fairy Tales,
PENGUIN BOOKS, 1999.

5o ZAND S Bk NI O & EBEO KB ORE: D
HESEHEBEEZMAEL, BHORE AT O 82
bhnlcsELZMEL, HEEFTEITHI ST,

RENTEOFZHPEL, == 277 U A(Nycteris)
ELDIT BT, EIIREBLE S U B P
SINTED, WETEo 2 l&ix, Z DIz KB
HbHZ &%ﬁ%ﬁ#oto&é& MR E & St
2, AEFNT 16 4 HIZ LTI TEESG O SN ikE D

E) oD, ERESCAZBICT D, MUZEZRLT,
TR ZEEBMD, FRTHEEREALD, A
fichiti, HBICH/EV RS D Z EE2MD, /MNIZERT
KBFND Z Lz b, iz, D boaTITM
ZEL, 2B CUCEREK LD, 2E—>2, KT
IR E TN > T2,

—J. BRANIEOFEHEL, 7+ F Y=
(Photogen) & £ -31F HALTz, BIL KBGO NHTE T i Y
THE D, MRRIITS Z 22U b, KBEXKED
DANZHR D IZHOS XD ICHETHN, ZOWHITE,RH
LHZEBROEBHDLZ L bHDRRNoT, B



Va—V I RFAR 74 Moxr =227 Y AOWE

DHNZE ST IE, BEMEL Y BB EfET
TWe, 5 H, [WE BNz E W) FRIZAT
T ZB->TWD I BICHETHREDZTLE D,
ML 16 FERHIC L THID THROEEZMY MixDdhE
DR BIEDLATND 1T 5,

TR CADPEKDOETHE T, =277 U A&
REWMN D 74 b BZRO D, 7208, 74 Y
IR E EBITTRERY RS & KGO
MR D=2 T AR TIFE->TLE 9,

T b3, XV LBEICECRIIT O+ R
= UNEEWN D IRRIC -T2 EICEA ST TE
FT5, =277V AICHEELTHRIZSHLT
BEDETDH, RSINEIITRSTZZANIFTY F—»
LT 5, 7+ hP 2o NRTF TN DEFHI- 7=
T h—lE, RO THVIEDAEPDIZT7 4 h Y=
DRTTERET D, B, KRYOBKEFELIGDT-
Tx N ATESPEINDENCY h—%& KT
BbD, 7+ hvxrb=al77 ) AIHEEL, B
HWHB2WZ EE2FREWVWRNBLRRITEDS LT,

2.2 WIER DR

B AN OARNIT XU &7 - m—~< e DO~
DARINLDERPROND, EANRDDTL=a
7 U A(Nycteris) DA BHIZOWTIE, ¥V & T HEED
=27 A(Nyx) RO LMT, =Y A(Eris)i== 7
A(NyX)DIRTd 5 Z & 725, Nycteris |% Nyx & Eris
WCHRT 2 LEZDOND, o T==22T U RTK
DFEENRT D, MiED=2 7 ZTKEDHF A)>
SAEFENIRA O 2 O— N TH Y2, JFHIOR I
BLTWD, TR LTHAETF PV =~
(Photogen) D4 1%, #<5ED photogen 1L H &Y% >
FIAEM &) BN S, HOFITHIE L TED+
(light’s offspring®) L2 5 Z LN TE 5,
=277V ADRHOL LT = 28— (Vesper)
T, vesper IXHOBE TH Y, Hesperus & [FF&E TH
5, HOHREANANT ORTHIL LR~ 7 DOE

P e T MhE T ERER) XY ST
m— RG] KIEREELE . 1988 4F, p.386

® George MacDonald, The Complete Fairy Tales,
PENGUIN BOOKS, 1999, p.354. Z#1LLL#& T 7 A F D]
HIFSIHXXD 5> LAICEER TR T,

62

H1] ~A~LYF 2D (Hesperides) 1. K23tk
LRI 3 5 RIEDRER") TH D, o T, Y A
IN—DAIEY EAREORERICEE L TWD, 74 b
D OO ITT 7 u F (Aurora) T B A Bk
5o 7B ZEXEXY UTMEEOTA A (Eos) OH
—<4ThY, =ARIEWTORNBZERT 5,
XUV UTMHETCZARADOROT 4 h=F A (1RO«
FoRNDIFTEIICR>TLE IR, EIITKBEOH
DR TEH DS, o TTvr I DL4ITE, K
B, FAICEEE L T\ 5b,

Fio, RKMEED [=> &) 1%, DEEA, DL
KBS E A TE D AR & T > TO B2,
DR LD H & KGR TEE > TV D R
TV E, =277 U ARELTEE TR
ThOEEBEBPTHDHZ D, =7 MAGEIZE
HLTWD, HROMe OARINERT, K, . BE
B AL KRBG. B tiE. BHO LV TIEAI,
R, A, B, KiE, BAEREDETF—T7Th D,
AAESIT, RO MEEN D AT T — 7 25 L.
MEL I CAWES NI F- R EE L e o TN D,

3. BV F—DHE
31 B&U D4R

ZOWEEX, AU b4kl BRI
THBTICE > THEAFTI v Z I LT, &
2T b — DB OEEIL, WEED B ERIZEH AL D,

There was once a witch who desired to know
everything. But the wise a witch is, the harder she
knocks her head against the wall when she comes to
it. Her name was Watho, and she had a wolf in her
mind. She cared for nothing in itself—only for
knowing it. She was not naturally cruel, but the
wolf had made her cruel.(304)
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This witch got two ladies to visit her. One of them
belonged to the court, and her husband had been
sent on a far and difficult embassy. The other was a
young widow whose husband had lately died, and
who had since lost her sight.(304)
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Watho at length had her desire, for witches often
get what they want: a splendid boy to the fair
Aurora. Just as the sun rose, he opened his
eyes.(306)
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No one in the world except those two was aware of
the being of the little bat.(307)
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...the main point if which was that she should
never see any light but what came from the lamp.
Hence her optics nerves, and indeed her whole
apparatus for seeing, grew both larger and more
sensitive: her eyes, indeed, stopped short only of
being too large. (307)
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The little education she intended Nycteris to have,
Watho gave her by word of mouth. Not meaning she
should have light enough to read by, to leave other
reasons unmentioned, she never put a book in her
hands. Nycteris, however, saw so much better than
Watho imagined, that the light she gave her was
quite sufficient, and she managed to coax Falca now
and then brought her child’s book.(309)
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She taught her music, in which she was herself a
proficient, and taught her scarcely anything else.
But her chief pleasure was in her instrument...(309)
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She was not unhappy. She knew nothing of the
world except the tomb in which she dwelt, and had
some pleasure in everything she did.(309)
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At often as she was left alone, she would fall to
poring over the coloured bas-reliefs on the walls.
These were intended to represent various of the
powers  of  Nature under  allegorical
similitudes,...(309-310)
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There was one thing, however, which moved and
taught her more than all the rest—the lamp, namely,
that hung from the ceiling, which she always saw a
light, though she never saw the flame, only the
slight condensation towards the centre of the
alabaster globe.(310)
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Once, when she was thus alone, there came the
noise of a far-off rumbling: she had never before
heard a sound of which she did not know the origin,
and here therefore was a new sign of something
beyond these chambers. Then came a trembling,
then a shaking; the lamp dropped from the ceiling to
the floor with a great crash,...(310)

HDHRE, =2 T Y ANR—NTNDHEE, EI DD
BT Z 272, JRIKO0 6 720 F 1 E, {8 L
LD LTIERWNEES, BLRENATT VT 0R%D
T2l FEENVIHETHY . TniEb x o Elik
D3N A Bk L O R A AR LI O T2 IRf LT & 72,

HECIT, B = 2ROEESCHBEORNICKE X T
BYO(XAICL5BEE 282, I rDBURGE
16:18) . IR IIM LN E L FIR E > TV D,

Her lamp gone, the desire at once awoke to get out
of her prison. ... The desire to go out grew
irresistible. (311)
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No, it was not the lamp any more now it was dead,
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for all that made it a lamp was gone, namely, the
bright shining o it.! (311)
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If it did not know the way, it was yet light; and,
because all light is one, any light may serve to guide
to more light. If she was mistaken in thinking it the
spirit of her lamp, it was of the same spirit as her
lamp—and had wings.(312)
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Before her was a very long and very narrow passage,

broken up she could not tell
out above and on all sides to an infinite height and
breath and distance—as if space were growing out
of thought.(313)
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As she knelt, something softly flapped her,...It was
likest a woman’s breath. For she knew nothing of
the air even, had never breathed the still newborn
freshness of the world.(313-314)

Hmmﬂofﬁwfwéﬁ\mﬂﬁ%ok&nk

L ENEEKMEDORE D L) ThoTe, =2 7T U R
i% DOFfES, ZERANEL T EEBDTMHDT
o5, BITMOBIEEIMR 2722 L Tnd, A,
B, JAWZE AXCEIK R, Fh 62 ToHE LD
HIEY | PO ITH I TS DOTHDH, 29
LT, v7 R RiE, BREZEINIC LT EE %
AL L, MOBIE _@Léﬂkkﬁmﬁk%mi
O Z SR ENCHE L TIT< D TH 5,

52 A&, f&. K, %

=277V AZ, HDHB, VWOobLIFESEZA
WCHT7- 72 IO REICE D ST~ 77, HEAERS 16 BEIC L
THID THUE TR O S22 &9 BRI TE Tdb 5.,

Noiseless as a moth, she flitted away into the covert
of the trees and shrubs, her bare feet welcomed by
the softest of carpets, which, by the very touch, her
feet knew to be alive, whence it came that it was so
sweet and friendly to them.(321)
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But flowers! ah, the flowers! she was friends with
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the from the very first.(322)
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For the boy had been so steeped in the sun, from
childhood so saturated with his influence, that he
looked upon every danger from a sovereign height
of courage.(309)
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When the last flaming scimitar-edge of the sun went
out like a lamp, his horror seemed to blossom into
very madness.(319)
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He had never seen the moon before—except in the
daytime, when he had taken her for a thin bright
cloud. She was a fresh terror to him—so ghostly!
So ghastly!(320)
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“It is the soul, the life the heart, the glory of the
universe,...The heart of man is strong and brave in
his light, and when it departs his courage grows
from him—goes with the sun,...(325)
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“I beg your pardon for leaving you as | did, for, as |
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say, | did not understand. Now | believe you were
really frightened. Were you not?”(335)

Wl DBEL IR NI TEEEVIT L
ZLEEHFLTC ELIbro T ol A, &
IR YGIZHi Do ToTEda, | E#fo T, MRIE, U B
%ﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ%%QTt:k? P AIFE DM
DERITCE DT, BHITIKREGDRENDTEE WS Z &
NHEETEX DL )R- 7=DTH D, HOLITHIT
o) oobolz, ERE~ORWMIIEL Wik T
72N, =277 U AL EIZOWTEE L THEMNE D,

“...You must know how gentle and sweet the
darkness is, how kind and friendly, how velvety! It
holds you to its bosom and loves you....”(335)
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“No, no,” persisted Nycteris; “we must go now. And
you must learn to be strong in the dark as well as in
the day, else you will always be only half brave. |
have begun already—not to fight your sun, but to
try to get at peace with him, and understand what he
really is, and what he means with me—whether to
hurt me or to make the best of me. You must do the
same with my darkness.”(336)
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...if ever two people couldn’t do the one without
the other, those tow are Nycteris and I. She has got
to teach me to be a brave man in the dark, and |
have got to look after her until she can bear the heat
of the sun, and he helps her to see, instead of
blinding her.”(340)
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“She’ll have a sunstroke,” said Watho, “and that’ll
be the end of her.”(332)
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For not only now did the whole seem perfect, as
indeed it did before, but every part showed its own
individual perfection as well, which perfection
made it capable of combining with the rest into the
higher perfection of a whole.(333)
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And what if the lamp did not mean to hurt her, only
could not help it?(334)
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What a little ignorance her gaolers had made of her!
Life was a mighty bliss, and they had scraped hers
to the bare born!(314)
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‘... when we go out, we shall not go into a day as
much greater than your day as your day is greater
than my night?”(341)
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