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“Border Crossing” and “War Memories”
—Cultural Representation in Japan from 2001 to 2011—

MIYATA Fumihisa
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this thesis I would like to examine how the ideas of “border crossing” and “war memories” are
interrelated in cultural representations in Japan, focusing on literary works in the last ten years. First, |
will outline the discourse of border-crossing literature, tracing it back into the 1990s, and relate it to
the recent discussion of “world literature.” Second, | will show the common ground of border-crossing
literature and the discourse of “war memories,” referring to the discussion of “old wars” and “new
wars” by Mary Kaldor. Finally, | conclude that this kind of study is necessary in order to understand
how Japanese are trying to relate themselves to and cope with the situation at the beginning of the 21%
century, in other words, how they are trying to move from detachment to commitment.
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