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A Study of Handwritten Books of Gekan-syu (1)

—From a Calligrapher’s Point of View —

YOSHIDA Kieko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Gekan-shu was written by Lord Sadaie Fuziwara, who is well known as a prominent poet and a
excellent “Waka”(Japanese style poetry or "31-syllable Japanese poem")scholar in the Kamakura
period.

From his boyhood, Sadaie Fuziwara received a special education for the gifted concerning Waka by
his father, namely Lord Syunzei Fuziwara, who was a great poet and a superior “Waka” scholar.

At the age of seventeen years old, Sadaie Fuziwara composed wakas, and presented them in the
Waka ceremony. In those days, he made a memorandum for the rules of the Waka ceremony, and for
how to copy “Waka-syu”.

Subsequently, Sadaie Fuziwara became the Chief of the noble house of the Mikohidari which was the
leader in the field of “Waka”. He wrote Gekan-shu that was neither Lord Sadaie Fuziwara’s theory of
Waka, nor his “Waka-syu” (a collection of Waka). This is a manual which explains how to copy

“Waka-syu”.
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