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China has acquired marine rights and interests using maritime laws, law enforcement, and the
military. Moving forward, China will likely place greater emphasis on maritime laws and law
enforcement, so as to avoid unexpected military collisions. However, with too many maritime law
enforcement agencies and forces, China is unable to operate its ships, patrol vessels and so on
effectively for a comprehensive maritime strategy. Besides, the laws that give legal discretion to
maritime law enforcement, that is to say, China’s maritime laws have given maritime enforcement
agencies stronger authority than international maritime treaties such as the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea - for example, vis-a-vis marine scientific investigations by foreign
governmental vessels, illegal operations of foreign fishing boats and so on. Furthermore, Chinese
maritime laws prescribe that the disputed exclusive economic zone (EEZ) belongs to as China. Thus
Chinese maritime enforcement forces have captured foreign fishing boats and excluded even foreign
governmental vessels from the disputed EEZ. Other critical issues include the fact that as role
allotment between maritime law enforcement agencies and the military is ambiguous, Chinese
maritime law enforcement is misunderstood as being part of the Chinese naval development. For
these reasons, it is hard to restrain collisions in the disputed EEZ and elsewhere.
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