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A Study of Two Printed Books of Gekan-syu

—From a Calligrapher’s Point of View—

KIEKO Yoshida
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Gekan-syu was written by Lord Sadaie Fuziwara. He is well known as a great poet and a noted
“Waka” (Japanese style poetry) scholar in the Kamakura period. Gekan-syu was a manual for writing

“Waka” on the booklet.

Unfortunately, the manuscript of Gekan-syu is still missing until today. But, in the beginning of the
Edo period, the manuscript was replicated by a good chirographer, and in the end of the Edo period, the
replica was recopied by a master hand at carving, and, was printed. Therefore, it is fortunate for
calligraphers that two printed books of Gekan-syu are available at present.
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