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A Discourse of History: Discontinuity as Continuity
— Hiroshima, mon amour and H Story—

MIYATA Fumihisa
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this paper I will discuss the discourse of war memory by revisiting Benjamin’s concept of history,
“the angel of history,” and examining “discontinuity as continuity” as suggested by Yoshiaki Fukuma
and Akihiro Kitada. As the World War II generation is aging, it is difficult to convey the memory of
that war to the following generations. A number of literary works, including films, however, have

succeeded in continuing the discourse of war paradoxically, by depicting discontinuity in war

memories.

I will examine this phenomenon in two films: Hiroshima, mon amour (1959) by

Marguerite Duras and Alain Resnais and H Story (2001) by Atsuhiro Suwa.
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