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Hara Kosho’s Kanshi Poetic Interpretation of The Tale of Genji

—Influence of The Tale of Genji on Edo Period Kanshi Poets—

KOTANI Kikue
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Hara Kosho (1767-1827), father of Hara Saihin, was an official scholar of the Akizuki domain in
Kyushu. He is also famous as a kanshi poet. Among his many poetry collections, his masterpiece is
Doku gengo 54 shu (Fifty-four poems on Genji). His close reading of The Tale of Genji inspired him
to write fifty-four poems to match the number of its chapters.

Kosho made some hanging scrolls from these poems with calligraphy and gave them to friends as
presents. The scholar Rai Sanyo saw one of his hanging scrolls at an inn where Kosho had stayed.
Sanyo was amazed and added a comment at the end of Kosho’s work. Koga Kokudo did the same
when he visited the inn. Thus, Kosho’s Doku gengo 54 shu became famous among scholars.

In this paper, I will examine why Kosho wrote Doku gengo 54 shu and how he was influenced by
Chinese popular novels called hakuwa shosetu, which were popular in the middle of the Edo period.
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