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The Women in Shakespearean Tragedies

GUNJI Fumi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The women who appeared in the four Shakespearean tragedies are indispensable to the story of the
tragedies. However, | wonder what Shakespeare demanded of the women, and what kind of the
women image he wanted to create. In this paper, | tried to discuss these things.

As a result, on the one hand, | made it clear that Shakespeare eliminated the woman sexuality from
Ophelia, Desdemona, and Cordelia and | concluded they are the idealized women in religion. On the
other hand, I also made it clear that Shakespeare depicted Goneril, Regan, and Lady Macbeth as evil

women who deviated from ethics and religion.
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Ham. Why, she would hang on him
As if increase of appetite had grown
BY what it fed on; and yet within a month
Let me to think on’t Frailty, thy name is woman
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> William Shakespeare, Hamlet, . ii. 143-46.
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Ham. Get thee to a nunnery. Why, wouldst thou be a
breeder of sinners? | am myself indifferent honest,
but yet I could accuse me of such things that it were
better my mother had not born me.

(N.i.)°
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Ham. O shame, where is thy blush?

Rebellious hell,

If thou canst mutine in a matron’s bones,

To flaming youth let virtue be as wax

And melt in her own fire; proclaim no shame

When the compulsive ardour gives the charge,

Since frost itself as actively doth burn

And reason panders will.

(Nl iv.)?
Queen. O Hamlet, speak no more
Thou turn’st my eyes into my very soul,
And there | see such black and grained spots
As will not leave their tinct.
(Nl iv. )

° William Shakespeare, Hamlet, I11. iv. 81-87.
10 William Shakespeare, Hamlet, I11. v. 88-91.
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Cas. Yet | beseech you,
If you think fit, or that it may be done,

Give me advantage of some brief discourse
With Desdemona alone.
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(1. i.)*

Des. Be thou assur’d, good Cassio, | will do
All my abilities in thy behalf.
(1. iii. )*
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B 1bid., I1. iii.1-2.
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Gon. [Aside.] | had rather lose the battle than that sister
Should loosen him and me.
(Vi)

1 William Shakespeare, King Lear, V. i. 18-19.
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General,
Take thou my soldiers, prisoners, patrimony;
Dispose of them, of me; the walls are thine;
Witness the world, that | create three here
My lord and master.

Reg.

(V.iii.)?
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Alb. [Pointing to Goneril.

For your claim, fair sister,
| bar it in the interest of my wife;
“Tis she is sub-contracted to this lord,
And 1, her husband, contradict your banes.
If you will marry, make your love to me,
My lady is bespoke.

(V. iii. )™
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Cor. No blown ambition doth our arms incite,
But love, dear love, and our ag’d father’s right.
Soon may | hear and see him!
(V. iv. )Y

7 William Shakespeare, King Lear, 1V, iv. 27-29.
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Lad. I have given suck, and know
How tender ‘tis to love the babe that milks me:
I would, white it was smiling in my face,
Have pluck’d my nipple from his boneless gums,
And dash’d the brains out, had I so sworn as you
Have done to this.

(1. vii.)*®
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20 William Shakespeare, Macbeth, V. iii. 69.
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