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Encounters of Shakespeare Plays and Japanese Kyogen

—Two New Kyogen Works, Ninin-Nyobo and Jajauma-Narashi

KIKUCHI Zenta
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In 1952, two Shakespeare plays were adapted to the Japanese kyogen for the first time—Ninin-Nyobo
(Hiromichi KATAYAMA'’s adaptation of The Merry Wives of Windsor) and Jajauma-Narashi (Tokuro
MIYAKE’s adaptation of The Taming of the Shrew). This study examines their backgrounds,
performances, and some of the features. Although Japanese Shakespeare scholars have neglected,
Ninin-Nyobo, it is clearly an adaptation of Shakespeare’s comedy. It is also confirmed that the date on
which Jajauma-Narashi was first performed was June 15, 1976 while Ninin-Nyobo was first performed

on June 7, 1952.
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