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The Concept of “Beginning” in Hannah Arendt (1)

— In Reference to her Work On Revolution —

MATSUMOTO Tomoharu
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this paper I will be concerned with Hannah Arendt’s notion of the “beginning” as the key concept of
her philosophy. Written by a person regarded as one of the most important political thinkers of the 20th
century, the work On Revolution has been regarded, by commentators almost unanimously, as a work of
political thought which compares the French Revolution with the American Revolution in terms of

political ideas underlying historical events. However, Arendt has this to say:

“revolutions are the only

political events which confront us directly and inevitably with the problem of beginning.” These words
show that it is not political events of revolutions but the problem of “beginning” that is central and
essential to the subject of the book. Critically examining comments and studies made up until today
about the concept of “beginning” and “natality”, I will make a thorough-going theoretical consideration
of the “beginning” and its significance or Arendt’s philosophy in On Revolution.
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