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Reading Levy Hideo’s Thousands and Thousands of Pieces

—The Possibility of “Border-crossing Literature”—

MIYATA Fumihisa
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This thesis examines ‘“border-crossing literature” that spans different languages and nations.
“Border-crossing literature” has been regarded as a genre of the multilingual; however, I would like to
argue that this literature has importance for the monolingual as well. In order to demonstrate that, I
will discuss Levy Hideo’s work Thousands and Thousands of Pieces (Chiji ni kudakete, 2004) in this
thesis. Levy epitomizes the complicated dynamism and various problems of “border-crossing
literature.” In addition, Thousands and Thousands of Pieces is an important work in which Levy
responded to “9/11” with his multilingual skills of Japanese, English, and Chinese. First of all, I
analyze the genealogy of “border-crossing literature” and discuss related linguistic concepts such as
“minor literature,” suggested by Gilles Deleuze and Pierre-Félix Guattari. Secondly, I examine the
worldview of Thousands and Thousands of Pieces. Finally, I explore “border-crossing literature” from
other existential perspectives such as the “collective memory” of Maurice Halbwachs, “the angel of
history” by Walter Benjamin, and so forth. Drawing on linguistic and existential viewpoints, this thesis
points to new perspectives on “border-crossing literature.”
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