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Hara Saihin and Boso Region Kanshi Poets
—Fellowship among Poets as Viewed through Saihin’s “Toyti Manso”—

KOTANI Kikue
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Hara Saihin is one of the most famous female kanshi poets of the late Edo period. She was raised as a
daughter of an official scholar of the Akizuki domain in Fukuoka. As a child of the scholar, she was
educated in Chinese literature from her childhood. The father, Hara Kosho, also a famous kanshi poet,
had an ambition for Saihin to be a poet because of his son’s frailty. At age 30, after her father’s death,
she finally left her hometown for Edo. While living there for 20 years, she traveled around the Kanto
region, teaching Chinese literature and correcting poems. “Toyl Mansd” is her diary of her second
journey to the Boso region in 1847 -1848. There are over 90 poems in the diary, some of which have
never been published. These poems reveal how Saihin was beloved and respected by local poets. The
poems also express her nostalgia for her home town and her mother. In the late Edo period, a women
traveling by herself was very unusual. Saihin is the only historically known female kanshi
troubadour of the Edo period.

In this thesis I will show how Saihin was idolized by these local poets and how she established her
fame while traveling in the Boso region. It will become clear, at the same time, that the Boso region
kanshi poets were members of an affluent and cultured regional society that existed outside Edo.
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