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A Study on the Article of “Kanaji-Kakitsutsukuru- koto”

in Gekan-syu
—Mainly on Handriting “Waka™ in Kana—

YOSHIDA Kieko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Gekan-syu was written by Lord Sadaie Fuziwara who is well known as a great poet and a noted
“Waka”(Japanese style poem ) scholar in the Kamakura period. Gekan-syu is neither Lord Sadaie’s
theory of Waka, nor his “Waka-syu”(a collection of Waka). It is a manual which explains how to copy

“Waka-syu.”

“Kanaji-Kakitsutsukuru- koto” is one of the articles in Gekan-syu constructed from five articles. The
article “Kanaji-Kakistutsukuru-koto” is a useful hint on a way of handwriting “Waka” in kana with
the continuous brush. “Waka” is composed of thirty-one syllables or thirty-one kana characters, which
are divided into five parts of phrases (5/7/5/7/7). But, in Lord Sadaie Fuziwara’s period, “Waka” was
often written in kana with the continuous brush without the division of “Waka” into five parts of
phrases. This means that “Waka” handwritten in kana was illegible. Therefore, Lord Sadaie proposed
that “Waka” should be handwritten in five parts of phrases.
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