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The Frame of Critical Mind and Self in Fukuda Tsuneari

—In Reference to the Problem of Modernization of Japan—

MURANAGA Jiro
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Fukuda tackled the questions concerned with the modernization of Japan, regarding this work as his
life-long intellectual task. By his efforts of analysis he came to the point where what the process of
modernization of Japan really was would be manifested. He regarded it as a mere Westernization

which was wholly oriented towards material aspects of social and economic life. The modernization of

Japan failed to become radical revolution of mental frame of the people, leaving the basis and
fundamentals of their moral and ethical life unchanged. This essay examines and assesses Fukuda’s

theory of modernization, comparing his arguments with those of Yoshimi Takeuchi, critic and student

of modern Chinese literature and history.
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