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A Study of
“Original Man yoshii Handwritten by the Emperor Saga”

YOSHIDA Kieko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In the Heian period, Murasaki Shikibu mentioned a fictitious Man'yoshii (Original Man'yoshii

handwritten by the Emperor Saga) in the “Umegae” Chapter of The Tale of Genji . Original Man'yoshii
Lady Murasaki refered to is Man'yoshi that is the first collection of Waka(Japanese poem) which was
written by Man'yd-kana in the Nara period. However, Man'yd-kana is very difficult phonogram to read.

In the Heian period, only noblemen of ability could read Man'yoshii by Man'yo-kana. But, Man'yoshii
was esteemed as the original collection of Waka, so that the nobility wanted to read it in order to
improve themselves in culture. In A, D. 951, being given Imperial order, the five noblemen of ability

called “Nashitsubo no Gonin” interpreted Man'yoshii and annotated it in Kana. By the grace of
“Nashitsubo no Gonin”, the nobility learned to read Man'yoshii. 1t is clear that Murasaki Shikibu had

read Man'yoshii. Without her interest in Man'yoshii, she could not have the idea of “Original Man'yoshii

handwritten by the Emperor Saga”.
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